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The very. Reverend aha | Honorable, 


| 
With the other won Learned and ons Members 
| 


J 


Of che Sete of the Univerſity | 


in GLASGOW. 


——— 


F or as wen. 


H the Deferencs and Submiſſion, * 
8 + is becoming, I here preſent unto Vou a 
Fr Y gg. ſhort Eſſay; worthleſs indeed in itſelf, 
OOO but valuable as it is an Offering of 
LESS Eſteem and Gratitude, A 
* | A 2 5 : 
| \ 
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DEH. AT 10 N. 

[11 am certainly under the greateſt Obligations to 
publiſh the Favors which Lou have extended over 
| wide Atlantick. They were numerous and great 
to my now glorified PARKEN T, and they have den 
krafiffmitted down even unto nene 
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IT ſtems as if You accounted the Son of ſo great 
and good a Parent naturally entitled to Your Re- 
gards: For I cannot ſuppoſe that my own Merits, 
tho' You are pleafed to mention them, ſo much as 
my Relation unto Him, have been confidered in 
the Honor which You have lately conferred on me. 


r N + 2 1228 
IT mußt need be n (great Fatiskactlom to any 
One, that the Polite and Learned Abroad will ſee 
and reſpect Him, when at Home his Merits are 
but tramſietitly obſerved and but little regarded. 
And, if others take Comfort in this, it cannot be 
wondred at, if I ſhould rejqyce in the Marks of 
Eſteem and Affection wich have received from 
learned Foreigners | 


IN Particular, Moſt Illuftrious Senate, I muſt 
acknowlege my ſelf vaſtly indebted unto Vou for 
Your good Opinion and your Smiles. --- Happy 
ſhould I account my ſelf if I might further enjoy 
and be confirmed in them. 


I wiſh that I could make You any better Return 
than what 1 now ſend Lou: But, as I cannot 
make any: ſuch at preſent, I muſt beg of you kind- 
ly to accept of this. As the Wealthy are gratified 
with a Diſh of Fruits from their poor Neighbours, 
when they have much more rich ones and in much 
greater Plenty in their own Gardens; ſo, when 
You have ſeveral Tracts and Eſſays on this Head 
preferable to mine, I hope You will not neverthe- 


leſs flight my mean, but grateful, Oblation. 
- ws y y 20 S 5 WHEN 


F 1 


"DEDICATION. 


: WHEN 1 bad een this Effay, 1 preſently 8 


termined in my own Mind to ſend it to your Ac- 
cęptance: And,; if I had not Dedicated unto You, 


1 ſhould have written of Gratitude, and ſhould at "this | 


ſame Time have been deſtitute of it, 

* will only add, that I ſhall endeavor to FOR 
the Favor which "You have ſhewn me ; and thar, 
with the beſt of Wiſhes to Your Selves and the 
Unaivsxs1ty, of which You are the wiſe Gover- 


ws n iſs Inſttructors; 
1 «n,. oy 
WP | 1 Reverend and 
| | Honorable 3 Learned 515. 
| Tour moſ Obliged and moſt Obediens 


Humble Servant * 


Boſton, Decemb. 13. 
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ADVERTISEMENT: 


OR Fear of any Abuſe on the Account of the 
F *; Quotations in the following Eſſay, I think it 
proper to make this Advertiſement concerning 
f them : That I have as often as I could men- 
tion'd the Words of the Authors which I cite, or refer- 
red to the Places where they are; and that, where-ever 
I have not done ſo, I have ed on my own Memory. 
for the Facts, Obſervations and Hiſtorfes ; and that, if in 
any Place I ſeem to adopt or eſpouſe the Sentiments of 
others as my own, I honeſtly profeſs it is thro* Ignorance 
and without any Delign : For I can fay with the very 
Learned ScALiGEs, thht.I would give every Man his 
Due. Suam cuiq; Laudem 3 & relinqui- 
mus libenter & concedimus cumulate & deferimus liberaliter: 
Non ut quidam ignavi & ingrati facere. audent, ut alienis 
Labirkbus Titulos emponant fuos : Tum Grati am, quam de- 
bem, diſſimulam ſuperci ligt, atq; ejus abolent Memoriam 
Maleficiss, ne ſus Nomi nis Autoribus quippi am debui ſſe vi- 
deantur : Ii Homines Conſtiemiam pro Accuſatore, pro Ju- 
dice habiturs ſim Poſteritatem. Scar. Exercit. 170, 
Sect. 3. p. 536. ME 


Ann, ſince by Reaſon of my Abſence from the City 
ſeveral Miſtakes have crept into the Eflay, I deſire the 
Reader to correct the following, and any other that I have 
| overlook'd : 


ERRATA CORRIGENDA. 


Page 12.1, 8 for if read of: 
p. 18. I. 21. read ſtrrreth. 
P. 25. I. 36. read Proceedure. 
p. 34. I. 43. read Patrie Exempla. 
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NA Learned Men have already obliged 
N the World wich Diſcourſes of Gratitude ; and. 
| 5 it may. therefore be thought an un | 

Labor undertaken by me to write ibis Ellay - 

But if is be conſidered, that very Few, if Any, 
have exhauſted the Subject, and that moſt of the 
Treatiſes upon it are in the learned Languages; I believe the 

Good and Candid will excuſe me for this Engliſh Work, 

V RWwbich is agreable in it ſelf and may be uſeful to Mankind.” 


have frequently reſolved with my ſelf, that while others 
were in an open and barefac'd manner breaking through the 
Laws of Vertue, I would endeavour to oppoſe them ; and TI 
couc luded in my own Mind, that, if I ſhould draw up an 


7 
7 


Ess Ax upon Gratitude, it would be the moſt likely Method 


that I could take for producing a Reformation of Manners : 
For it muſt needs be, that a deep Impreſſion will be made on 
our Minds in Favor of this great Vertue, by deſcribing aud 
urging it, by producing Examples of it, and by a fair Re- 


preſentation of its contrary Vice, wath ſome cdious Inſtances | 


and Examples of the ſame: And indeed how can i poſſibly. 
be otherwiſe, while we have the Faculty of diſtsngusſhing 

do Truth from Error, Right from Wrong, and Things vertuous 
and laugable from their Oppoſites > - 


SINCE 
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P R EF ACE 
een rherfore d wh Def res bs fle, df 
this Way of recommending Ver by and convenient, 1 

reaſonably hope that this my Attempt will be both ſuc- 
775 and accept able. But I muſt not flatter my ſelf with 
77 | 


Expetlation, s what I propo be performed in a 4. 
ſan pr. —— * 222 


MY Friends may perhaps think favorably of this my Per- 
formance, and ſome 207 ectad Perfons may determine other- 
aviſe : But, for my Part, I deſire each of them ro ſuſpend 
their Judgments, and beg that the ſincere, the honeſt, the 
Zee would givertheir Opinion :- Only-I-wougd take 

ave tb remark, hat it is certainly no very eaſy Thing to 
producs ſuoh a Variety, as-45 here amaſſed, aud to diſpoſe of 
this Variety in a decem, clear and efted Way, 


EF the good Ends which I defire continually to have in my 
Eye be anſwered ; if snconfiderate Men be inſpired with ge- 
nerous Sentiments, and Men of Learning be agreably entertain- 
ed, if the Pertuous be ſuit aby encour aged, and aboue all, if rhe. 

upreme BEING be grarsfied by this Compoſure ; 1 7 
ncsrety rejoyce that £7 Prepared and then. fubliſbe it: 
Syrely I. Rall haus wo Reaſon to do otherwiſe. © 
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ESSAY 
Concerning | 


GRATITUDE. 


S eee 


PAR T I. 
Of Gratitude in General. 


2 — Favours a ge ! 10 ess 1 * are 
. bon forgotten, © and that ſnjurees are longer 
DOR Eg than Bexefits by them. an | 
AND it is ſtill more rl that, ſince 
the Prevalence of Chriſtianity in the World, Men appear 
to be leſs gratefu} than ay were in the Times of Paganiſm : 
Not that the ſpreadin the Goſpel is the Occaſion of 
making them : Ir has not any Hand in it : For it was 
one great Deſign of it to render Men both diſpoſed to Kind- 
neſs themſelves, and alſo thankful at the Reception of Kind- 


IT is a prodigious Diſgrace to Mankind, that 
5 » there is ſo little true Gratitude in the World, 
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4 Perit in Mundo omnium Bene factorum Memoria. Alſted. Theol, 


Caſnam. C 11. p. 45 
þ Pertinacis Orat. abu Herodian L 11. f XI. EI Lipſui Saturnal. 
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+ An Exxar concerfing & RATTTUD E. 


neſſes from others; and wherever Chriſtianity is practiſed 
as well as profeſſed, it will certainly keep Men from even 


any Appearance of Ingratitude But here is the Caſe, the 
Hagan with 25 and Care obſerved the Prece pts of 
their Teachers, wile Men and Philoſophers ; while Chrifti- 
ans, or thoſe who have aſſum'd to themſelves this glorious 
Title, only take notice of Cu 1387's Precepts that ſo they 
may the more widely ſteer clear of them 

IT is therefore high Time that Gratitude, which is not 
only founded in Nature, but alſo confirmed by the great 
Author of-our Religion as a Duty, ſhould be once more 
enforced and recommended to the World. 


SECTION 1. 


What is Gratitude 2? 


RATITUDE has been variouſly defined among the 
Learned. The learned Biſhop DAN AN r ſays, Ie it 
Gratitude for 4 Man to declare himſelf grateful for Benefits 
received, by acknowledging the ſame, & proclaiming the Per- 
fon, who has obliged him. © Anda learned foreign Divine 
has determined, that it lies both in the Mind and in the 
AMourh to be grateſul.4 But, with all due deference to ſuch 
great and worthy Men, I conceive, their Deſcriptions are 
imperfect. The Former is defective, inaſmuch as a Man 
yy fay he is thankſul, own the Kindneflcs he has received 
and openly tell the World by whom it is that he has been 
favoured ; and yet may be deſtitute of that grateful Diſpo- 
ſition which is an e ſſential Requiſite to true Grarztude : And 
then the Latter, as well as the Former, Definition alſo comes 
ſhort in this Reſpe& : For in neither of them is a Word ſaid 
only concerning verbal Returns for Favours conferred : 
Whereas in Fact a Man may have a grateful Senſe of theOb- 
ligations laid upon him, ſpeak with a loud, Voice of the 
many and great Civilities received by him, and with all due 
Reſpect mention the Author of his agreable Circumſtances; 
and yet may be guilty of the greateſt Ingratitude, when he 
has convenient and honorable Occaſions for ſerving his 


m.. 


c Eft gratum ſe declarare pro accepto Beneficio, i lud * endo &e 11 
of predican do. 3 W ano] wr 

4 Gratiam Animo babere quam Verbis. Zanch,' 
Friend 
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. An E's8ayv concerning GR ATTITUDE. 3 


Friend, and ſo retaliating his Bayors ; but is ſo for from im- 
proving them, that he deſignedly oyerlooks them. There 


| was a Man of no vulgar Fame who was an Inſtance of this: 


He us'd to lay it down as a Maxim of Policy among his 


Friends, When any Man, ſaid he, bas obliged you {o far that 


there is no Poſſibility of requiting him, the only Way is to 
quarrel with him; and then your Obligations to 1 are at 
— 22 n di ſſol ved. Barbaxous Maxim hideous 
ngratitude + 87-0 4 4 
Fun Deſcription of Gratitude, which I prefer, and which 
I would with a becoming Submiſſion offer, is this: Tt #5 4 
Vertue which conſiſts in a grateful Senſe of received Benefits, 
in a free Acknowl-dgment of them, in ſpeaking well of rhe 
Donor, and in endeavouring ro-remtre frm. 
Ir is very true that a Man may be ſaid to be gratefu, 
who receiveth Favors with a grarefu} Frame of Mind: So 
— he, who renders ſomething for what he has received ; 
and fo may the Man who, when his Poffibles will not per- 
mit him to proceed any further, loves and endeauours to ſpew 
his Obligations. But ftill that Gratitude is the moſt com- 
plete and perfect which ariſes to and anfwers our Definition. 
Ay yet, after all, it muſt be acknowledged that the 
chief Part of thisVertue, and its very Foundation, is laid in 
the Mind : Hence therefore it is that one, who returns not 
the Civilities which he has received, my be thankful ; while 
another, who liberally requzres all conferred Favors,and not 
only fo, but proclaims abroad his Friends,and publiſhes their 
kind Actions, may ſtill continue criminally ungrateful. Righe 
therefore is the Deciſion of a very ingenious Writer, 44 
Animum tota AÆſtimatio redit- In ſhort, it is with Grars- 
rude, as with every other Vertue, it ſhould proceed from the 
Soul; for, without he Diſpoſition of the Mind, all external 
Exerciſes and Acts will be but of little value. F ſpeak 
in favor of my Friend with the Tongue of Men and Angels; 
if I give all my Goods to him as a Token of Thankfulneſs 
for his Kindnefles, and if F even offered my Body to be buru- 
ed, to ſhew my flaming Reſpe& towards him; yet, of I have 
not Gratitude, it profiterh me Nothing, and, without a Mund 
full of ſincere Good-will and Love, I ſhall prove only 2 
ſounding Braſs and a Tinkling Cymbal ; for, however grate- 
Jul I may found, I ſhall be entirely empty and void within 
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of Dee I pray GOD therefore fer my ſet} 
moſt humbly, that J may be Hauer diſpoſed to Gratitude, 
and that, from à right Frame of Soub, I may continually live 
in rhe Exerciſe it. | boyd” 
E "what has been obſerved, I think it may fairly be 
thered who is ungrateſul : He is fo who either denies or 
iſlembles the Favors which he has received: So is he who 
does not requite them when it is in his Power to do it; and 
he in the higheſt Degree is to be reputed ſo, who ſuffers all 
the Benefits that he has received to flip out of his regard- 
leſs Mind, and treats his Friends with Ingratitude and In- 
re | ee 
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SECTION. 2. 


| Several Confiderations recommending it. 


= 


PAVING deſcribed this Vertue, it is now proper that I 
1 + ſhould recommend it. Nor can this my De ſign be tho't 
diſagreable or unneceſſary, while, we live in a World per- 
petually obliged with all imaginable Fayors, and yet con- 
tinually unmindful of them. a | 

1. GRATITUDE 4s à very eaſy Vertue: For there 
is not any Difficulty for a Man, who is conſiderate, to get 
grateſub Impreſſions on his Mind; nor is jt any hard Task 
rom the Impreſſions received by Kindneſles, to acknowlege 
aud requite a Benefactor- The grateful PIN, exciting 
the Senate to Cratitude, for the good Offices of their Em- 

ror T's AI an, uſes this Argument to perſwade them to 
it; I 5s ealy, ſays he, to give Thanks to one wwho deſerves 
them # And every Man of Thought muſt be of this Per- 
ſwaſion, that it is eaſy to be grateful, when we are obliged ; 
and this he will find if he looks with due Attention into 
his own Breaſt : For there he will ſee, that the Spirit, which 
GOD bath formed within him, is naturally diſpoſed to this 
Vertue, more than to the contrary Vice, that thereſore it 
is eaſter to embrace This than That, and that any Appea- 
rance of Ingratitude in aur ſelves or others naturally pra- 
duces a Sen/e of Uneaſineſs in our Minds. I might here ap- 

al to ſuch as have habituated themſelves even to all Vice, 
either from a natural irreſiſtable Corruption, or the fatal In- 


12 T 


— _ 1 


f Merenti Gratiaz agere facile eft, P. C. Plin. Paneg. in Netv. Trajan, 
29 | fluence 


vertuous Perſons, who have the Law of Gratitude writte 
in their Hearts, and obey it through the Courſe of their 
Lives, I think it may be ſaid that their Soul delle h as 
Baſe, as we read of his who ang GOD, in Pſal. xxo 13. 
For, to them adorned with this Vertue, it cannot be a 


ligbiſul and pheaſant, And herein it has manifeſtly the Ad- 
vantage over ſeveral other Vertues, that it is fo far from be- 
ing painful and arduous as they are, that it is attended with 
conſummate Pleaſure and Satisfaftion : Every rectified Mind 
therefore, on the Account of the agreable natural Gratifi- 
cation ariſing from it, will delight in it: Nay, even tho 


An Es SAV concerning GRATITUDE. J 


fluence of bad Examples, whether their Minds are not ea- 
ſier in contemplating on any grateſul Behaviour, and whe 

ther every ungrateſul Deed be not performed with Reluct- 
ance and Averſation by them. But, whether ſuch find it ſo 
or no, I am very ſure that ſuch as live in the continual Ex- 
 erciſe of Gratitude find it ſo, and experience the Truth of this 


Aſſertion, that it is an eaſy Thing to be grateſul. And offi 


cult and irkſome to exerciſe it. . 
2. Nos is this Vertue only eaſy, but it is alſo really de- 


there were no other Reward propoſed for it, nor any "m_— 
at all requiring it, every one of a ſound Judgment would 


bleſs themſelves in it: For truly the Light of a grateful 
Behaviour i ſweet, and it is 4 Fan fen oy. ro behold a 
A 


ſhining Diſpoſition to Gratitude within us. N DAN Thaſl 


conclude this Head for us, He that is ungrateſul, ſays he, ss 
void of the moſt delicious Memory, and i deprived of that 
Pertue . ſli mulate ro Thankſulneſs. & © 


3. GRATITUDE ariſes from two other great Vertues, 


to wit, Truth and Juſtice. For is it not true that we have 


received Obligations, and is it not juſt that we ſhould ac- 
knowledge them in all ſuitable Manners ? Moſt certain- 
ly it is. Fe therefore we act, as if we had not been obliged, 
we are in Fact very falſe and actually He : For what is the 


Language of our Ingratitude, but that we deny the Favors 


ſhewn unte us? And beſides, it is unjuſt as well as falſeto 
act the Part of an [ygrate : For if we have been treated 
well, we are in Fuſtice bound to let the World know of it; 
and, if we do not, we ſet an Example of ugly Ingraterude, 
and are to be taxed with Unrighteouſneſs. — 


—— — 
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8g Qui Ingratus eſt dulci Memoria deſtituitur, O virtute, que ad Gra- 


tlam referendam ftimulat, privatur. Cardan. de Utilit. ex Adverſis 
capiend. I, III. Ca p X. de Per ſidis. ; 


As 


6 MESA concerning GRATITUDE. 


4. As it is derived from ſome Vertues, it conſiderably in- 
.Huences and promprs alſo to every other, Indeed, there is 
hardly ene Vertus, but what may be ſaid to be derived from 
this; as will appear upon a critical Examination. I ſhall 
not enter into jt, but reſt contented with Tvriy's Deter- 
-Minarion, that this is not only the greateſt Vertue, but indeed 
che Mother of all other Vertues. 4 | | 
F. IT is a Piece of the trueſt Honor to be grateful, I am 
very ſenſible what a pitiful Notion of Honor has obtained 
among Men. They place it in the Favor of one's Prince, 
or the Applaylce of a giddy Multitude : | Whereas a Man 
rs theſe, and be far from honorable; Nor will the 
igheft Stations and Advantages in Life, deſervedly procure 
the, Title of 4: Man of Honor ; For a Man may enjoy theſe, 
and yet be an ungrateſul Villain, and appear contemptible 
on that Account. But now, if one's Temper as well as De- 
Mearor be grateful, he js certainly deſerving of the begh- 
Honor and Eſteem, wo has the faireſt Proſpect of receiv- 
ing 1 ;: For, as Ciczszo ſays of the Man who does any 
good Office for a Friend, I ſay of one. gratefully diſpoſed 


ing, Who does not think bis grateful Offices wortby of 


the greateſt Praiſes, * as well as the Doer ot them? Honor 
N —— in Vertue; ay 5 2 the Man 
| ever thought of arriving at the Temp ame any o- 
1 Way than thro' the Temple of Vertue 95 | | 
Laſtly, GRATITUDE 6s. a great and important 
Duty, As ſuch it was conſidered and required both under 
the Law and the Goſpel. I ddt remember indeed 
that it is more than once exprefily demanded under the 
L:w, and that is in Pſal. C. 4. Be thankful to Him, and ble, 
His Nane; which reſtrains the Gratitude towards 60D. 
Bur then in other Places it is implicitly required, and tacitly 
recommended. Our Gratitude ro G00 is, as I conceive, 
required in the firſt Table; as to Men in the ſecond Table 
of che Moral Law : And wherever I read any Inculcations 
of n any Reward propoſed for Righteouſneſs, I 
conſider Gratitude as coming into the Deſcription, and as 
entitled to the Recompence : And it is with Pleaſure that I 
ſee him, who ſpeaketh the Truth in his Heart, numbred a- 
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Omnium Virtutum Genitriz. Cic. de Offic, 
# Si quando aliquod Cfficium exiftit Amici in Periculis adeundis aut 
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mong the Candidates of Zion in the XVth Pſalm ; het 56, 
as I beg leave to interpret it, him, whoſe Mind is affected 
with received Mercies, and whoſe Lips as well as Alion 


utter the Truth of what is in his Soul. 


Bur from the old, let us go to the new Teſtament :- 
And here too we hall find Gratitude ſtrongly demanded 
and urged. Our wiſe and good Legiſlator Ius Cnnxrsr, 
when He abridged our Duty to rhe Love of GOD and our 
Neighbour, in that Abridgment effectually recommended 
this Vertue : And in His Zxample, as well as by His Pre- 
cept, we may ſee the Neceſſity and the Beauty of it. In 
Conformity to our LORD's Example, the holy Apoſtle 
Pavr alſo frequently recommends it. When he is adviſing 
the Epheſians againſt talking of Things of a vicious Nature 
or Tendency, he adds, but rather giving of Thanks, Eph. 
V. 4. that is, Let one and another rather promote Grati- 
tude in their Diſcourſes. And in Col. III. 15. He pr 85 
Ler the Peace of GOD rule in your Hearts, to which alſo 
we are called in one Body; and be ye thankful : From which 
it looks as if Gratitude was the Way to keep GOD's Peace 
in our Souls. And in 2 Tim. III. 2. he mentions be un- 
rhank/ul among ſuch as would procure perilous Times. 

IT is therefore evident from the Oracles of Reaſon and 
Truth that Gratitude is a Duty of great 13 and 
Conſequence ; and that, be ing ſo clearly and fully demand- 
ed and recommended, we are una voidably obliged to ap- 
prove of, comply with, and obſerve it. Prur AAC, ſpeak. 
ing about the Forgiveneſs of Injuries, concludes that be, 
who does nor love ſuch Goodneſs, has a black Soul compoſed 
of Tron and Adamant. * And I muſt draw the ſame Con- 
cluſion from the Premiſes concerning him who can after all 
be ungrateful. 


tm. 


Sn a TION, 3. 
It's Cauſe further maintained. 


RATITUDE now appears with all needful Advanta- 
2 ges to us: Nor can any Thing of Weight or Moment 
be objected againſt it. But ſome will ſay perhaps, What if 
it ſhould happen that he, who has conferred a Benet on us, 
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has alſo done ys an Tajury, are we required in ſuch a Caſe. 
ro be grateful im gur Returns? I anſwer, Yes. And fromthe 
foregoing Conſiderations I form this Re ſolution, that, if the 
Favors I receive are weighed down by laſages, my Grati- 
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rude for the Former ſhall not fink with the latter; and 
that, even tho' T may be wrong'd and hurt by being ſo, I 
will be grateful : For otherwiſe a Pagan would ſure paſs me 


in Vertue, (of which I ſhould be very much aſhamed. 


Au then what ſhall be ſaid to the Malmesbury Mad- 
man? He lays it down for certain, * that Grarirude is not 
in it ſelf delightful to humane Minds, nor of it ſelf eligible, 
but only becauſe, by ſhe wing our ſelves Examples of it, 
we may avoid ſome Misfortunes which would otherwiſe ruſh 
upon us: fo that with him SI, intereſt is the only Motive 
to Gratitude. 

Now in Anſwer to this I ſay, firſt of all, Where is the 
Vertue of it, if it reſults from ſo mean a Principle ? A much 
wiſer Pagan than Mr. Hobs has determined, that Vertue is 
an Affection of the Mind ws:hout any View to Advantage. 
And nextly, I will aſſert, that he is groſſly miſtaken: For, 
let him maintain his Scheme with ever ſo much vigour, I am 
very ſure that Nature it ſelf without reſpect to Profit or Feat 
of Detriment will diſpoſe one to the Exerciſe of Gratirude. 
This is the Reaſon, as the excellent Writer of —_— ob- 
ſerves, why, as there is no Law requiring Love to Parents, 
nor Didulgence to Children, neither is there any for Gratitude; 


for it is founded in Nature. 


- Laſtly, Sou are pleaſed to prefer Liberality to this Ver- 
tue; for the former, they ſay, is more noble, great and god- 
like: But for my Part, I cannot give- it the Preference to 


Gratitude : The latter, in my Opinion, is the greater Ver- 


tue : For he, who is munificent, only manifeſts his own 
Liberglity ; whereas he that generouſly requires a Kindneſs 
ſhews his Liberality in giving, and at the ſame Time de- 
monſtrates his great Humanity in begring witneſs to his own 
Obligations. 


— 
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} Gratus ero etiamſi noceat. Senec. | 
m Leviathan. C 1. Cap. 15 | | 
n Virtus eft Affect io Animi ſeparata etiamUtilitate. Cic Tuſcul. Que ff. l. 4. 
o Senec, de Beneficiis. 1. 4. cap. 17. | 
cii Compenſatio majoris Virtutis eft quam Largitio : Qui enim 
_ compenſat & Liberalitatem dando & Humanitatem, cum accepiſe 
teftatur, teftatur : 572 largi tur Liberalitatem ſolam. Heron. a 
verſ. capiend, I. III. cap. X. | 
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"SECTION 4. 


Sentiments of wiſe States and learned Men 


concerning Gratitude and its Opyofite. 


ENECA 7 handles this Queſtion, whether the Vice of In- 


8 


fe to be an Ingrate, it would be 0 Honor to be grateful. 
And the incomparable Ga or ius is againſt the Puniſhmene 
of ſuch :; For, he well remarks, Crimes which neither di- 


gratitude ſhould go unpuniſhed ? He ſays, Les; and he 
gives 5 6 Reaſon among others for it, that if it were not 
a 


* 


rectly nor indirectly concern humane Society, nor any o- 


ther than thoſe who are guilty, ſhould go unpuniſhed ? For, 
he inſiſts, there is no Reaſon at all why ſuch Crimes ſhould 
nor be left ro the Almighty, who. is wiſe to know, juſt. to 
weigh, and powerful to revenge them. - 
Bur however, wiſe Nations have enacted Laus in Fa- 
vor of Gratitude, and have greatly diſcountenanced and ſe- 
verely puniſh'd the contrary Vice. SRNEOA indeed com- 
plains Kos none but the Medes had any Action againſt Vn. 
rateſul ones: But his Complaint was wrong and groundleſs; 
* the Athenians had a peculiar Law againſt ſuch, by which 
they were reduced from a State of Freedom to a State of 
Slavery. And he himſelf remarks in another Place, * that 
the Agyptians are famous for being Thankful, and that it 
is ſaid they have made Eunuchs of Ungrateful Perſons, that 
ſo the World might not be plagued with their Poſterity. 
And it is very certain that, by the Laws of Macedonia and 
Perſia, it was enacted the Crime of 1gratirude ſhould be 
pumſhed with Death. | eg ME 
Ir may perhaps be eſteemed an hard and cruel Fate, that 
Death ſhould be inflicted, as well as threatned, for it: But 
if it be conſidered, that he muſt needs be diſaffected to and 
hate the reſt of the World to whom he is in no wiſe ob- 
liged, who is ungrateful to his Benefactor, it will follow 


that Ing ratitude ought to be 4 Capital Crime, and that hg, 
who is guilty of it, is not worthy to live: But I dare not 


inſiſt on this. 
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7 Senec. de Benef. l. 3; c. x. 
y Grotius de Fure Bet & Pacis, I. 11. cap. 20 f xx: p; 372. 
s De Benefic, l. 2. | 
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Tax ZEngliſs Tam has not, that I can Tearn, annexed 
any Puniſhment to this Crime: I could wiſh that at leaſt 
it hadeſtabliſh'd concerning Favors freely beſtowed, that they 
ſhould be reckoned mo Debts ; and that it had been 
enacted that, when a Man has received any Obligation, there 
ſhould be Judgment entred againſt him, and that he ſhould 
be reſponſible in Proportion to the Credit given him. 

Nox is it only in the Englif Law, but among the Laws 
of moſt other Nations, that the Crime of Ingratitude ſeems 
to be overlooked or forgotten. But however ſuch as are 
guilty of it do not now remain wholly unpuni ſped; for they 
are univerſally hated, and * what greater Puniſhment can 
there be than the publick Hatred? Srznzca ſays, 
that not to be thankful ſo Benefits is in it ſelf, and is 
accounted by all, a baſe Thing; and therefore thoſe who are 
Ingrates themſelves, will complain of rhe ungrateful. * And 
Ci cao obſerves, that every one hates him who is unmindful 


of a Benefit. 


TXavs I have briefly ſhewn the Sentiments not only of 
ſome learned Men, bur of wiſe States and Kingdoms con- 
cerning Gratitude and its Oppoſite. Nor do I think it re- 

uiſite to write any Thing further, in a general way, in 
Praiſe of the Former or againſt the Latter : This ſeems to 
be as . recommended, as the other is diſcountenanced 
and expoſed. a 


Sees eee 
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8 Neque ullum gravius Supplicium cenſendum publico Odio, Camerar. 
Hor. Subciſiv. Cent. III. p. 239. 


wu Non reſerre Beneficiis Gratiam & eſt turpe & apud omnes babetur, 
ideo de Ingratis etiam Ingrati queruntur Senec. de Benef | 3. c. 1. 


v Omnes Den ſicii immemorem oderunt. Cicer. de Officiis, I. 4. 
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Pieces becauſe he did not carefully provide for them, I think 
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Of the particular Exerciſe of GR ATI TUDE, 


is now convenient, that, ſince I have treated of 

1 & Gratitude in General, I ſhould deſcend and write 
of the particular Exerciſe of it, and lay before 

: my Readers ſome Iuſtances thereof; together with 
ſome Repreſentations of the contrary Vice, and the-odious 


Examples of the ſame, 1 


Cnay. IL 
Of Gratitude to inferior Beings; 


GOME will be ready to ſmile at the very mentioning of 
Gratstude to Beaſts : For there is a prevailing Notion 
that they were made ſor our Benefit and our Diverſion, and 
that we may treat them well or ill juſt as it beſt pleaſes us: 
So that the loving Dog who has long miniſtred to our Sports, 
and the faithſul Horſe who has for various Cauſes been im- 
proved by us, when they are no longer capable of ſerving 
us, may be ſtarved or knock d in the Head by us, as we judge 
moiſt convenient. 

Bur the Pagans thought otherwiſe, and ated more as 
becometh Chriſtians towards them than we. The valuable 
PLvTAzcn inculcates it as a Piece of ip peer”, to nouriſh 
Horſes worn with Labor, and to ſupport aged Dogs ; and L 


cannot but eſteem it a Piece of Gratitude, as they have been 


wearing themſelves out for our Pleaſures or our Profit. Nor 
can I chuſe but reckon, that Mazcus PoxTrius Caro, 
however worthy of Praiſe on many Accounts, was deſerv- 
edly reproved for parting with his Horſe which he uſed when 
he was Conſul in Spain. And if, what PALARTHATUuS » 
remarks be true, that the Dogs of AcrxON tore him to 


the young Spendrbrift met with a righteous Fate. 
Trzrs is, I confeſs, a ſtrange Reaſon why ſome of the 
Pagan would not abuſe and hurt any Creatures inferior to 
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12 An Exx3xy concerning GRATITUDE, 
themſelves, and abhorred all Cruelty towards them ; to wit, 
becauſe they had learned from Py Ta acor as the Belief of 
a Merempfychaſis or Tranſmigration of Souls ; that they bez 
lie ved that humane Souls went after a Man's Deeeaſe into 
Brutal Bedies good or bad according to their Behaviour 
here: So that it was no wonder if they were inelin'd to 
be favorable to the Creatures around them; for they might 
otherwiſe maletreat and snjure ſome sf their deareſt Friends 


and Relatives. And it is for this very Reaſon that the Turks _ 


throughout the Eaſt to this Day are very merciful to the in- 
ferior Part of the Creation. But, without the Belief of this 
abſurd Opinion, I do not fee why we may not be mercitully 
diſpoſed towards the Brutes, and treat them handſomely. 
— AL illuſtrious Pringes, have put diſtinguiſhing Ho- 
nors on their —_—_— Horſes for their good Services, while 
they lived. K in of Naples, becauſe his Horſe 
y from the Battle wherein he was vanquiſh- 
ed, intitely excuſed him from any further Service and La- 
bor: And SoLYMan a Turkiſh Emperor did the like for 
the ſame Realon. _ | 1 5 ; 
Bor ſome other Monarchs were not ſatisfied, unlefs their 
Harles were honored after their Deceaſe : They have there- 
fore erected Tombs and Monitments tor them. So ALExAan+ 
DER, the: great-Murderer, built a Tomb for his Rucephalus : 
So Cimon, Vzrus the Emperor, and the valiant King 
STEPHEN of Poland raifed Monuments far their meritori- 
ous Horſes ;- And the Emperor Hapa IAN has gone a ftep 
further; for he not only erected a Tomb over Bory/tbenes 
one of his Horſes, but alſo wrote an Epitaph upon it, which 
is yet remaining: Part of it is to be ſeen in MonTxpavcon's 
Antiquities, | 


Noa have particular Princes alone, but alſo even Hates 


have, dog ſignal Honors to feryiceableBeafts, When the 
Temple of PAaLLas called Hecatompedon was building, tis 
reported that a Mule came of its own Accord to the Work, 
and went before the Reſt as it were to encourage them ta 
their Labor ; and that it was therefore decreed that the 
Creature ſhould be publickly maintained as long as it liv'd, 
Nos were the Arhenians, who were the moſt polite Part 
of Mankind, leſs remarkable for the Reſpect thewn by them 
to a Dog, whom they honored with a Tomb, which gave 
Name to that Part of the Itland where he was buried; be- 
cauſe he followed his Maſter a-croſs the Sea to Salamis, 
where he died. And there is a modern Inftance of Grati- 
tude to 4 Dog in the order of the Flephaw in . 
* , N | F 


Dn np oa Ss 


JI IND © 8 89 wiani i, =, e 


B. t tinciriing ORATIFUDE! 19 


That Order was inſtituted on the Acctm of a Deg named 
Nil brat, who, when his Maſter's Syhjedts albforſook him, 
ſtill ſollow'd him: For which Reafors che- 83 
this Motto for the Order, Wild brat was fait h/ . 
I am not here pleading for ſuch extravagant E. 

of Gratitude to the inferior Creatures. We may be trul 
kind and grateful to them without running ſuch a Len 

as this. All the Uſe therefore that I ſThall-make of the fore 

Ing Inſtances is, that we had need be aſhamed if we be 
9 of the Brute Creatures, or ungrateful to them, 
when Pagans and Mahometans are nat only ſo mereiſul, but 
alfo liberai to term. a 
Ir is certainly ungrateſul to wrong them, becauſe it is 
unrighteous ; For ſo it is to injure ſuch as have ſerved us. 
Sor omon the wiſe and the merciful informs us in Prov XII. 
10. The . Man regardeth the Life of bis Beaſt ; 
bur the tender Mercles of [the Wicked are cruel- Of which 
Place there are ſeveral Interpretations. Lx A tells us that 
the Zewws were very cruel; and this was the Reaſon 
Mercy was fo often recommended under the Law, and why 
it was then required that even Beaſts ſhould ra on the Sab» 
bath, that fo, from ſhewing Mercy to them, they might learn 
Mercy to their Neighbors. Dr. Parzres's Paraphraſe 
on the Words is this; A good Man takes Care that dit 
& Beaſt be well uſed, and have Food and Reſt convenient 
E for it, which is more than Men bent upon their Wicked+ 
© nefs will do for their Neighbors &c.” But, howeven 
agreable theſe Notes may be, I ſhall add another, whieh, if 
it were not my own, I would ſay is preferable. The Rigb- 
reous Man a way the Life of his Beaſt ; that is, carefully 
provides for his Suſtenance, and uſes him with Diſcretion 
and Tenderneſs after it: But the tender Merciss of thelick- 
ed are cruel; that is, the Wicked are fo barbarous as ta 
pamper their Beaſts only that they may uſe them the more 
unrighteoufly : Their tender Mercies towards them end in ill 
and cruel Uſage. | A 

Tux Wickedneſs of weating them amiſs might be argued, 
becauſe they are the Creatures of a gracious 2, wha 
careth for them; therefore they ought not to be abuſed by 
10 But I muſt only treat of theUngrateſulneſs of Ming 
them. 

IT was a Cuſtom among the Hebrews (as well as among 
1 Greeks and Romans ) to uſe Oxen in treading 
put their Corn, either by treading with their Feet only or 
by drawing a Cart or ſome other Inſtrument over it: mw 
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while they wel a/ Work, ſome unrighreous Ingrates would 
unkindly mug them: others daubed their Mouths with 
Dung; othefd Hung wooden Inſtrument about theirNecks, 
which hindred them from ſtooping down ; or put Sharps 
into their Mouths ; or. kept them without Drink; or co- 
vered their Corn with Skins to prevent their coming at it. 
Moszs by Divine Direction in Deut. XXV. 4. forbids any 
ſuch Inhumanity and Ingratitude towards them; but, while 
he does fo, at the ſame Time inſtructs his People in the Du- 
ties of Benignity and Compaſſion towards one another. And 
it is certainly juſt, that the Creature that plougherh ſhould 
Plough in Hope, and that, threſbing in Hope, he ſhould be Par- 
mo -— p74 his Hope, as the Apoſtle generouſly urges in 1 Cor. 
1 10. 
1 Non is this all that can be offered againſt the unkind 
177 Treatment of them: No! Our mild and gracious Lawgiver 
148 alſo expreſſes Himsz Le againſt it: Which of you (ſays He 
1 in Luk. XIV. 5) hall have an Ox or an Aſs fallen into a 
— Pit, and will not ſtraightavay pull him out on the Sabbath ? 
1 N { As if He ſhould Gay, Which of you can be ſo barbarous and 
B's ungrateful to the Creatures, who have ſerved you, as to 
N ſuffer them to periſh, or not duly to regard their Liſe and 
1 Comfort ? So that you ſee our kind RæDEEKMRA does not 
[| | ſuffer us to be unmiudful of them; and if ſo,much leſs canHx 
j approve of any barbarous Carriage towards them, No un- 
| Fit righteous BAL A Aams therefore whowrong their Creatures, who 
I ceaſe not from ſmiting them, and who would in their outra- 
7 Paſſions xill them if they had proper Weapons for it; 
ſay, no ſuch act agreably either to the Will or the Tem- 
| per of our Saviour; and it is a ſcandalous Thing that ſuch F 
. are found, and their Actions allowed, in Chriſtian Countries. 
1 Sou Natural iſts have obſerved Inſtances of Gratitude a- | 
4 mong Brute Creatures, and even among the fierceſt of them. « ; 
Many ſuch are to be found in Al EKA Tus Macnvus, RuA- 
zEs, A PoxTA and others. If the Stories, which they re- | 
| 
| 
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Sk late of them, be true, we may infer, that thoſe who are un- 
T7 mindful of the Benefits received from them are viler than 
F the Beaſts which periſh. ; 

| ſtly. Aa Ek not Men accountable for their Ingratitudę to 
the Beafts? It is probable, and more than probable, that 


F * 2 8 


Natura que Beſtiis feris, ut Elephantis, Leonibus Se ſi ut Hiſflorie 
boc teftantur, grati Animi Senſum Beneficiorum in didit. Camerar. 1 
Hor. Subciſ, Cent. III. p. 170. | | 
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they are: For theſe are Talents with which they are fa- 
vored, and ſhall Men diſregard or miſuſe them? Surely the 
juſt Judge of all the Earth does not allow of it now, nor 
will He approve of it hereafter. | 
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Of Gratitude to Men. 


Ir Gratitude be due from Men to Beaſts who have ſerved and 
gratified them; how much more is it to theit ownSpecies, 
to Men, who have obliged them in any reſpects whatſoever, 

Ir we ſhew any Favors to our Brethren and Neighbors 


we may reaſonably expect a grateful} Return: Let, alas! 
how frequently are we diſappointed? While we pour forth 
the Rays of our Benignity, ſome, tho' they are heated by 


them, will only return offenſive Exhalations as filthy 
Dunghills. 

Bur certainly, no Injuries or Offences are to be reputed 
ſo great as thoſe proceeding from ſuch as have been treated 
by us with Freedom, with Kindneſs and unaffected Friend- 

ip. 
. the Ancients no Covenant of Love and Friendſhip 
was counted more inviolably ſacred, than that which was 
begun at the Table, or confirmed by it. Salt and the Table, 
according to the learned PHILo, are deſigned by Mankind 
for the two chief Pledges of Friendſbip : Friendſbips there- 
fore thus commenced were never to be broken : For this 
Cauſe the Pagans ever conſidered Jupiter Hoſpitalis as pre- 
ſiding at their Feaſts, and accurately obſerving the Friend- 
ſhip eſtabliſhed thus among them; and hence thoſe who 
violated ſuch a Friendſhip were always thought worthy of 
the greateſt Reproaches in the World. Ciczxo relates that 
their Anceſtors would not reckon ſuch among good Men; ? 
and he proteſts for his own Part, that he had rather live a- 
mong wild Beaſts, than where ſuch Cruelty is prevalent. * 


** 


— 


„ Recte igitur Majores eum, qui ſocium fe felliſſet, in Virorum bono- 
rum Numero non putarunt haberi oportere. Cic. Orat. pro Sext. 
Roſc. Amerin. 

Actum eſt, Fudices, inter Feras ſatius eft ætatem degere, quam in 

' bac tanta Immanitate verſari. Id, ibid. Miſerum eft exturbari 
Fortunis omnibus, miſerius eſt Injuria. Acerbum eft ab aliquo cir- 
cumveniri; acerbius a Propinguo. Cic. Orat. pro P. Quintio. 
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Escnrxxe upbraids DMosrHINES on this very Account; 
that, when he had often joined with one rA us 
in Eating, in Drinking, and in Sacrifices, he was ſo wicked 
as to accuſe him in open Court for ſeme Miſdemeanor, 
* EvUr1PtDEs ſpeaks of it as a monſtrous Wrong, 
was received to my Table in common with me. All which; 


and ſuch like Paſlages will; give a fair Illuſtration to the 


Reſentment and Anger of Davrivp on ſuch an Occaſion +2 
It ſeems the Man after GOD's own Heart, had been very 
kind and friendly to ſome difingenuous Perſon, who on the 
contrary prov'd faithleſs and ungrateful to him: Now, let 


us ſee with what Concern and Pity, yet with what Regret 


and Indignation at ſuch unkindneſs, he ſets forth his de- 
figning Companion's Wickedneſs, in Pſalm XLI. 9. Mine 
pwn Familiar Friend, in whom I truſted, which did eat 4 


my Bread, bath left up his heel againſt me: In which wor 


it is tho't by ſome of the Learned that he meant Acuiro- 
PHEL. Nor does it !ſeem improbable if we compare this 
Text with Pſalm LV. 12, 13. It was not an Enemy that re- 
proac hed me, then TI could have born it; neither was it he 
that bated me who magnified himſelf againſt me, then I would 
have hid my ſelf from him: But it was Thou, a Man, mine 
Equal, my Guide and mine Acquaintance. 

do frequent indeed are the {ſtances of Ingratitude among 
thoſe who pretend to be Men of Honor, and impudent! 
ſtyle TIC Cbriſtians, that it is almoſt enough to ail 
courage one from Goodneſs, Beneficence and Generoſity: 
Yet, as the Supreme BEING our bountiful Benefactor 
ſhowres his Favors on the Evil and Unthankful, why ſhould 
not we, influenced by His Example, do fo like wiſe? 
Bur if others diſregard the Kindneſſes of their Friends, 


and, inſtead of returning them, treat their Friends with 


Inſolence, Contempt and Ingratitude ; in me it would be 
an Iniquity to do ſo ; an Iniquity, I ſay, condemned and pu- 
niſbed by my own Conſcience as a Judge: Nor indeed is 
there any Thing in Scripture or in Nature that would juſti- 
fy me in one ungrateful Act towards my Neighbors, 


T pray GOD therefore that He would be graciouſly pleaſed 
ro preſerve me from this Vice of ſo black a Die, that He 
would fill my Hul with a Diſpoſition to Gratitude, and Ena- 
ble me on all Occaſions to ſet an Example of this Vertue : Help 


me, good LORD. that in this Reſpect I may keep my Conſci- 


ence towards all Men void of Offence, 
SECTION 
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S RG TION t. 
Concerning thoſe to whom Gratitude is owing. 


THERE are ſeveral Relations and Circumſtances, where- 
in the Almighty has placed us, which ought to be 
with Gratitude embelliſhed by us. 

Art we Children? We are obliged to be grateſul to 
onr Parents, who are Inſtruments under GOD of our Be- 
ing ind Life. Oa EST Es, ſays MEnTzs to TrtcrMAcavs, 
is every where celebrated for gratefully hnnoring his Father, 
and Thou ſhalt have equal Reſpect for honoring thy Mot her. 
But thoſe who treat their Parents unkindly. are far from 
Reſpecting and honoring them : They are therefore ever 
ſtyled in the Civil Law Ingrati, ungrateful Wretches, 6 and 
are worthy of the greateſt Reproaches. 

Hav we kind and generous Patrons ? To them alſo is 
our Gratitude due; and, if we pay it not, we are to be ac- 
counted ungrateſul. | 

To Magiſtrates we are to ſhew likewiſe all Duty and 
Reſpect: And, to our Country and its Friends, all Grati- 
tude and Obſervance is to be manifeſted. 

Ir we have been or are Pupsls, We ſhould not prove 
diſingenious to our Tutors, Inſtructors and Guardians; for we 
are inexpreſſibly indebted unto them. 

AND, in ſkort, if any one has conferred any Favor on us, 
he is intitled to our Love and Friendſhip, our kind Remem 
brance and grateful Carriage. Surely the Perſon, who was 
ir of ſaving our Lives, or contributing to the 
Comfort of them, who delivered us from any evil Circum- 
ſtance in Life, or refreſhed us with any poſirive Emoluments 
is deſerving of grateful Eſteem and obliging Returns. 

Sou have been pleaſed to divide the Species of Grats- 
tude_to Mankind according to the Objects thereof; and 
theſe, they ſay, are either primary or ſecondary. The p:5- 
mary Objects are our Parents, the Civil Magiſtrate, our In- 
ſtructors in Arts and Sciences or in Religion, all our Friends, 
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and our Relatives and Kindred according to their Kindneſs 
and Friendſhip to us. The ſecondary Objects are ſuch as 
are dear to us on the Account of others, who have laid us un- 
der Obligations ; for whoſe fakes we are to value them, to 
place them in our Album, to treat them in a proper Man- 
ner, and at all times to direct and affiſt them: For inTruth, 
it is juſt and grateful to take Care of, and ſhew Kindneſs 
to, luch as ate deſcended from, or are in any wiſe related 
to, thoſe that have been good and generous unto us. 


— — 1 — — 


SECTION, 2. 


Why we ſhould be grateful to them? 


1 Shall not here mention and apply to this Head, tho' I 
could with conſiderable Advantage, the Reaſons and 
Conſiderations recommending Gratitude, which are offered 
in the firſt Part of this Diſcourſe: All that I ſhall ſay, in 
Addition to thoſe Reaſons, is, that if we be not grateful to 
ſuch as have ſerved and gratified us, it would be diſingeni- 
ous to GOD, unjuſt to them, and a Piece of Unkindneſs 
to our ſelves. : | 

IT would be diſingenious to GOD, if we ſhould prove 
ungrateful to thoſe who have obliged us: For it is Hx, who 
ſtirred up in any an Inclination to ſerve us, and who alſo 
animates them to proſecute their kind Intentions : If therefore 
we {light their good Inclinations and kind Offices, it reflects 
upon our bounteous Father and Friend in the Heavens, who 
certainly expects, that when we are obliged by any, we 
ſhould be grateful to them, and to Him for them. 

A Peice of Injuſtice it would alſo be to our Benefattors 
and Friends to be ungrateful to them: For it is certainly juſt 
and equal, that ſuch as have favored us in any Inſtances 
jhould be well eſteemed of by us, and that we ſhould grare- 


Jully behave our ſelves towards them: And therefore it is 


highly «juſt to diſregard their Favors, and overlook their 

Merits. | 
Nos indeed could {ngratitudeto them be otherwiſe than 
irxſome and injurious to dur ſelves : For it would ſowre our 
Tempers, and lead us into the vileſt Behaviors; while at 
the ſame Tine it would excite in thoſe who have ſerved 
us a juſt Contempt of us, and preſerve them and others from 
doing the like good Offices to us for the future ;; So that, 
to 
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to render our ſelves pleaſant and, eaſy within, and abroad 
peaceable, beloved and well-treited, we ſhould be kindly 
affected, and gratefully demeaning towards our generous 
Obligers. 


* * 8 


P 


"= 
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The Manner of ſhewing Gratitude. 


WE have ſaid, who are the Perſons to whom we ſhould 
be grateful, and exhibited in Brief h Reaſons for 
our being foto them : It is now convenient that we be 
acquainted with the Manner of ſhewing our Gratitude. 
Now, to ſhew our Gratitude to thoſe who have befriended 
us, they are to be conſidered as living or as dead. 
r. Ir therefore they are Living, to whom we are obliged, 
there are ſeveral Ways of proving our Gratitude to them, 
Ir they, who have ſuccoured us, unhappily ſubſide into 
poor and abje& and affecting Circumſtances, we ought 70 
relieve and aſſiſt them : It is grateful, generous and honorable 
to do ſo. Let us be convinced of it from two worthy Ex- 
amples, which are juſtly admired and applauded, of which 
one is an Ancient and the other a more modern Inſtance. 
The Former isDAz1vs : SyLosoN Brother to Por IcARATES 
gave a fine glittering Cloak to this Son of HysTasezs, 
when he was only one of the Guard to CAuz us ES: Das 
Alus amply recompenced him when he was afterwards on 
his Throne ; for he firſt of all offered him an immenſe Sum 
of Gold for his former Kindneſs ; and when SyLosoN, re- 
fuſing that, beg'd that his native Country Samos might be 
freed by him, for it was held by a Servant of his deceaſed 
Brother: Daa ius readily comply'd with his reaſonable 
Requeſt. The other Inſtance is the Princely TnouAs 
CrROMWELL. «- He was a Soldier in Flazders,reduced,very 
or, defirous to get Home, and yet could not by reaſon of 
is Poverty: Faancis Fx EScos AD a Florentine Mer- 
chant, pity ing his unfortuhate Circumſtances gave him an 
Horſe, new Apparel, and ſixteen Ducats of Gold : This 
FaxscoBALD afterwards met with great Loſſes, and was at 
length obliged to fail for England, where as it thould ſeem 
fifteen thouſand Ducats were ovng to him: Being arrived 
there and walking the Street about his Buſineſs, he acciden- 
tally met with Twomas > TK bur unknowingly 3 
2 OP 
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for he was then Zord Chancellor of England, and was going 
to Court : My Lord alighted, embraced the Stranger, in- 
vited him to Dinner : When he had inquir'd into his Cir- 


cCumſtances, and found how they were, he gave him imme- 


diately the Money which he had formerly lent him, ten 
Ducats for his Apparel, and ten more for his Horſe : Nor 
was this ſufficient, but he alſo gave him four Bags in each 
of which were four hundred Ducats : Nor yet was his Lord- 
ſhip content with this, but he likewiſe got in his Debts for 
him, that ſo he might be free from Care and Trouble, and 
profer'd him ſixty — Ducats ſor four years, if he would 
continue and make his Bank in London: While there, he 
lodg'd in CRomwerLt's Houſe, who kindly entreated him 
to tarry with him ; but notwithſtanding his Entreaties, he 
choſe to return, and accordingly he returned, ſurprized 
and overcome without doubt by ſuch wonderful Ingenuity : 
But the honeſt Centleman died in the firſt Year of his Re- 
turn, and ſo was deprived of the great Pleaſure which he 
py ſed in a peaceable Retirement, and the continued Re- 
ection on ſo ſuperior and incomparable an Inſtance of 
Gratitude. | 
IT is very true, that there are but few, who if they have 
the Inclination, have the Ability to give ſuch generous De- 
monſtrations of a zrareful Mind: Nevertheleſs ſuch, if they 
ſee that their Friend has need of their Relief and Aſſiſtance, 
ought c.rtainly to afford it, and ſhould contribute to their 
Comfort as far as they are able : The Neceſſity of a Friend 
renders it abſolutely neceſſary, © and it is a Peice of Chri/ti- 
= Gratitude and Charity, to pity, to conſider and to ſuccor 
Um. | 
AnD if the Circumſtances of our obliging Friends be good 
and plentiful, ſo that there is no Neceſſity calling for out 
Relief; this however does not diſcharge us from our Qbli- 
gations. If our Friends do not want our Favors, we ſhould 
make them ſome Preſents agreable to the good Offices they 
have done us, and ſuitable to our Fortunes. AcniLLEs 
preſents a dodhle Bowl to NES TOR for his former Exploits 
and for the Reſpects which he had paid him. The great 
Cy: vs was remarkably liberal and grateſul; for he would 
give «bole Cities to thoſe who had ſerved him, as to Pr- 
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THnArcus of Cyzicus, on whom he beſtowed Seven as a 
Token of his * 7 Nor was Avevsrvs unmind- 
ſul of ſuch as had gratified and honored him : Via GI and 
Hon Ac and others were gratefully remembred and re- 
warded by him. Nor is NrcocLss to be forgotten, who 
ſucceeded his Father Evacox as as King of Sslamine in 
Cyprus : Is0crATEs for his ſake compoſed two Orations, 
one of which propoſes the Duty of a "s ro bis Subjefls, 
and the other the Duty of Subjects to their King: Nicoctr xs, 
to ſhew his kind and grate Acceptance of ſuch uſeful 
Orations gave him zwen'y Talents for them, which amounts 
to three thouſand, ſeven hundred and fifty Pounds Sterling. 

Bur ſuppoſing we are not able to make any agreable 
Preſents, as a Token of our Reſpe& and Gratitude for Fa- 
vors received, what ſhall we do then? Why then we ought 
to /peak well of our Benefactors, and give them their juſt 
Preiſes, Both Ovin 4 and Sir Ricu ap Srzz ought 
to be commended for praiſing their agreable Ladies, when 
they were not otherwiſe able to make them Amends for 
their Favors. But ſtill they who have obliged us, ought to 
be praiſed in a proper and juſt Manner, not for imaginary, 
but real, Yerrues ; nor for Favors in Reverſion, but ſuch as 
have been actually received. Ci cE ao has ſet an excellent 
Example for us in giving our Praiſes : He is commending 
ſeveral valuable Men, who were unjuſtly accounted among 
Orators; and ſays, * that, if they were not of any great 
Judgment, yet their Induſtry was commendable ; nor sndecd, 
ſays he, did they want a Genius, but only an Oratorial Ge- 
nius. 

Anv if the Public have ſeen meet to confer any gu 
Favors or Honors on us, our Encomiums on the Public are 
very decent and requilite. Who can ſufficiently approve 
the Gratitude which Ci cEkR0O manifeſts in ſome of his Ora- 
tions? As when he had received Kindneſſes from the Em- 
peror, in ſome he celebrates the Wars, the Victories and 
the Triumphs of CxSsAR with matchleſs Ingenuity ; fo in 
others he 4 Juſtice to he S nate who had peculiarly ob- 
liged him: Let me particularly refreſh my Reader with a 
few grateful Clauſes in his Oration to the Senate after his 
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g Ovid. de Triſtib, l. 1 Fleg. 5 et de ponto | 3. El-g. 1. 
þ Probabilis tamen Iaduſtria: Quanquam jis quidem non omnino. In- 
genium, ſed Oratorium Ingeniam deſuit. Cicer. de Clar Orator, 
Return; 


22 Au Ess A V concerning GRATITUDE. 


- "+ _— 


Return; What Memory, * ſays he, What Power of 
&* Thought, what Greatneſs of Reſpect is equal to your Be- 
„ nefits, which are ſo many and fo great? --- He is great- 
« ly to be reproached, who is in any wile tardy in reward- 
* ing ſuch grand Favors ; nor is he only ungrateſul, which 
* js a grievous Thing indeed, but he is alfo to be ſtyled ve- 
« yy wicked. ” 

Bur if either particular Perſons or the Public, which 
would be very ſtrange, ſhould not care to hear their own 
Praiſes reſounded, they * will however take it well to be 
tbanked for their Goodneſs to us : And this, whether they 
take it well or no, is certainly becoming us: The ingenious 
Ausonius thought fo, when he made publick his Thanks 
4 — 1 GaAriAx, to whom he was conſiderably 

ige 

on indeed are particular Perſons only obliged, but even 
Cities and Kingdoms ought, to ſhew a proper Gratitude for 
blick Bleſſings received by them. The People of Rome 
ook d on the Life of AuvG@vsrvs as an invaluable Favor; 
when therefore he was well recovered of a dangerous 
Diſtemper, they were ſo gratify'd that they paſs'd a Decree 
for erecting a Statue to his Phyſician AnToxrus Mus, 
and for placing it next to Escurareivs, And in diverſe 
Cities of Greece it was decreed that Hierocn aTzs ſhould 
have the ſame Honor with Hzz cvLEzs, becauſe he ſent ſe- 
veral of his Scholars there to aſſiſt and adminiſter to ſuch as 
had the Plague, which came among them from Nlyricum. 
Dr. PrrcAIAR, Dr. Faitny, and Dr. Mz av certainly de- 
ſerved analogous Honors from the Kingdoms which they 
inſtructed and relieved. Nor do Phyſicians alone deſerve 
Statues and other publick Teſtimonies of Gratitude ; but thoſe 
very Learned Men, who have uncommon Acquaintance 
with Divinity and the Law, or have ſerved their Country 
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# One Memoria, que Vis Ingenii, ques Magnitydo Obſervantiæ tot tan- 


ziſq; Beneficiis reſpondere poterit ? Qui mibi primus 7 S ja- 


cent i conſularem Dextram porrexit : Qui me a Morte ad vitam, a 
Deſperatione adſpem, ab Bxilio ad Salutem revocavit. Cicer. Orat. 
ad Quirit. poſt Redit. 

At graviſſime vituperatur qui in tantis Beneficiis, quanta Vos in Me 
contuliſtis, remunerandis eft tardior Neque ſolum ingratus, quod 
ipſum grave . verum etiam Impius appelletur neceſſe eft. id ibid. 

& $i Laudes reſpuant Viri optimi, Gratias Saltem ſibi agi permigtans 

Trapp. Orat, Inaug. Pralection. Poetic. 
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in a ſuperior Manner in any other Proſeſſion or Employment 
ſhould be deemed worthy of publick Expreſſions of general 


Gratirude, | | 2 
 *Frs true your great Minds are intirely unconcerne 
whether their g ces are thankfully acknowled 


and publickly recompenced : They can ſay, with the Prince 

of Roman Eloquence, ' They deſire no Reward of Vertus, 
wo Marks of Honor, no Monuments of Praiſe : They would 
| have no [tiumphs, no Monuments, nor any Enfigns erected 10 
their Fame only in the Minds of the Obliged : Nothigg 
mute, nothing filent, nor any Thing which the more ignoble 
and unworthy may obtain, can be delightful to them.: But 


altho' the Wiſe may look with'Coldneſs and Indifference 

on any ourward Marks of E and Gratitude, this how» 

ever will not excuſe the Perſons, the People obliged from 
aying them the publick Regards which are due to their 
6 erits : Nay the Neglect of Paying theſe is very ungrate- 
- ful and wicked. a ö 
. Tu vs the Manner of ſhewing Gratitude to the Living has 
> || been deſcribed : But, after all, A grareful Mind muſt ſtimu- 
4 late to ſuch Expreſſions of Gr atitude, as have been mention» 
e 
d 


ed; nor will theſe be worth a Straw without that Mind, 
ſenſible of the Honors really deſerved as well as conferred. * 

And I muſt add, what ſhould by no means be forgotten, 

| that our grateful Mind, if it can carry us forth to no other 
& Proof of Gratitude, ſhould lead us to our Cloſets, where we 
ſhould in an humble and fervent Manner recommend our 
Bene factors to GOD's Grace, and intreat for them ſuperior 
y Bleſſings to thoſe which they have conferred on us, even 
> | Siritual Good Things and Eternal Bleſſings for them. It is 
4 probable, that ſuch as had been obliged by the pious jos, 
1 and whoſe Bleſſings came upon him, vented their good-Mili 
in Wiſhing moſt heartily both preſent and future * roſpers'y 
* to him: But whether they were fo grateful or no, it _ 
- becometh us to be fo : For ſo the firſt Teachers of the Gol- 
5 pal prays, that Spiritual Emoluments and the unſearchable 
iches of CHRIST might be beſtow'd on thoſe who re- 

4 freſhed them and forwarded them in a chearful Attendance 
t. on their holy Employmeats. | : 


9 — — 
od t Quibus pro tantis Rebus, Quirites, nulum Ego a Vobis Virtutis 
d. Premium, nullum Inſigne Honoris, nullum Monumentum Landis 
ny poſtulo, & c. Cicer. Orat. III. in Catilin. 
| m Eft Animus certe veſtros ſenſurus Hoxores, Ovid. Metam. I. XIII. 
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2. Tur Gratitude, which the Living may expect, has beeri 
confidered : I ſhail now dwell un the Gratitude which is dus 
to cur deceaſed F iends and Benefattors They are, certainly 
etititled to 4 erare}ul' Remembrante, and a juſt Requital of 
heir good Offices ſhould be propoſed by us. But how ſha 

we demonſtrate our Gratitude towards them?: 
Suat they are 207 to be worſbipped by us; altho? ſome 
have tho't them worthy of Divine Honors. The Art of 


WW : ranſlating Aſen into Gods was indeed very early. The 


Author of the Wiſdom of Solomon * intimates that rHe Aﬀett. 
ion of Parents to their Children untimely ſnatch'd away by 
Death ; but Lactanrtivs believes, * that he Love of 
Subjects to their departed Princes; and I may add the ex- 
treme and unlimited Fondneſi of Children for the ir Parents, 
gave the firſt Occaſion to this Invention: For when they 
could no longer enjoy and admire the Original, they tho't 
it proper to furniſh themſelves with R.ſemblances or Copies ; 
that ſo rhe Memory of their Friends might be prolonged and 
perpetuated : But, alas ! when they deſigned the Copies as 
only Civil Memorsals of them, inſtead of uſing them as ſuch, 
they converted them into Idols, and make them the Ot jects 
of * Veneration and Addreſſes. Thus it is agreed 
among ſeveral of the Learned, that the Teraphim ( from 
which it is probable that the Greek Therapeuine to worſhip 
is derived) were deified Men. The Penates or Lares were 
the Tmages of the moſt illuſtrious _—_ the Anceſtors of a 
Family, which after a Conſecration with a peculiar Service 
were worſhipped as Gods. And Monſieur Juzrtv, with 
whom many in this particular concur, conjectures, that 
the Tiraphim of Lanan might be the Images of Noan 
and Sytm ; of Noan,as the common Father of the World; 
and of SuM, as being the Patriarch of his Family. It is 
lain that LA AN had more than one of them; and Ovip 
— of them the Lares) as two : Tho it is likely that 
in aſter Ages the Number of them might multiply. It is 
ſuppoſed alſo by many of the Learned, that BEL, of which 
we read ( in Jſas. XI. VI. 1. ) was of this Kind: It was, as 
they aſſert, the Effigies of a puiſſant Prince, knowa by the 
Name of Bzr vs,who wasNEzsUcn ADNEZZAR'S Progenitor- 
The Romans were ſo inclined and addicted to this Kind of 
Idolatry, that they were very willingly deceived and impo- 
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„ Wiſdeme, Chap. XIV. & XV. 
e Lactant. de falſ. Religion, p. 46, 4). ſed 
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fed upon byJvrrvs Px ocut us, who proteſted that Rowyv” 
v us aſter his Death appear'd to him &commanded that a Tem- 
ple ſhould be erected to him, and that the People ſhould wor- 
thip him under the Name of Qu iR IN Nor did the R1#9:295 
alone religiouſly worſhip ſuch as had conferred remarkable 
Benefits on them; but the Greeks alſo, from the ſame Prin- 
ciple of Gratitude, rendred Divine Honors to ſuch as had in 
their Opinion metited them; of which deſerving Perſons 
the learned Vossrvs has favoured us with a Catalogue. “ 
In Drovor vs Stcurvs 9 we have an accurate Account of 
the Genealogy of the Gods; and he amply enumerates the 
Benefits, tor Which the whole Clan of Dzities were had in 
ſuch Eſteem and Veneration. - He mentions SaTVan, Hy- 
PERION, Cox us, Jays TVs, Cr 10s, and old Oc AN; nor 
does he paſs over their Siſter Divinities REA, Tauzmis, 
MNEMOSVLNE, PuERE and TrutTIs; every one of whom, 
as he relates, had invented ſomething for the Uſe and Im- 
provement of Ma kind; and henre, he proceeds, they have 
obtained good Will, Honors and immortal Memory from all of 
us. And this very ſame Cuſtom of doing Honors to the 
Meritorious Departed has not only obtained among the wiſe . 
and learned Nations; but alſo among the moſt ignorant and 
barbarous; among which the Roman Carholick Countries 
may well be reckoned, ſince the fame {gnorazce, which was 
the Mother of this Devotion among the Pagans, prevails a- 
mong them. 

Bur, altho* the deſerving Dead are not to be worſhipped, 
they are however to have. proper Honors beſtowed upon 
them: Theſe are the natural Recompences of true Merit, 
and ſuitable Expreſſions of ſerious &vratitude for their Favors 
and kind Offices. 

Tux Cuftoms of particular Places ought undoubtedly to 
be obſerved in giving Honor to the Departed. Among the 
LEryptians the Men of Worth were embalmed and decently 
buried: In Home « we have a brief Deſcription of their 
Precedure in Embalming ; and GREENHILL, as Well as 
ſome other Moderns, have fully explained the Arr, * All 
Civil Nations took Care to bury their Dead, thu" the Hy- 
thians, Thracians and other barbarous Nations n glectsd 
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5 Vol de Origin. Idol. | 1. c. 13. 

7 Diodor Sic. l. 5. 

y Iltad VII. See Pope's Notes. 

s See Greeahill's Art of Emvalming. 
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it. The Scriptures ſay but little of theCeremonies among 
the Hebrews before and after Death; but the Rabbies have 


made Amends for it. They conſidered it as an AF of De- 
votion to be preſent at the Death of a pious and learned 


Man. On the Coins of ſuch they would ſometimes place 
a good many Books. Perſons of Diſtinction had their Cofins 


ſometimes painted and ſometimes covered with a black 
Cloth. The Perſons therein were dreſſed in all that they 
had rich or magnificent, until theſe Extravagancies were 


reformed by Gau ALTE the Elder. I mention'd Embalm- 
ing the Dead; but of this there are but few Inſtances among 
the H:brews, and but one in the Goſpel which ſeems to be 
different from that of the Ægyptians. The high Prieſt in- 
deed was forbidden to rend his Cloaths and mourn for any 
one, how dear and worthy ſoever ; nor was it lawful for 
the Prieſts to ſhave their Heads and Beards, or cut their 
Fleſh for the moſt near and valuable Relatives : Bur, as for 
the reſt of the Hraelites, they were not forbidden any of 
theſe Things; only the profane Ceremonies of Anonis, 
whom Moss in Levir. XIX. 28. calleth rhe Dead by way 
of Deriſion. The Deceaſed were laid in Graves according 
to their reſpective Merits, ſome in Fields, ſome in Rocks, 
but generally on level Ground. The Kings of Judah had 
their Se pulchres in Feruſalem, and in the Palace Garden. 
But the moſt famous Sepulchres were in Caves, and all their 
Beauty lay within. The Commentators are not agreed, 
whether on ſome extraordinary Occaſions the Bodies of de- 
parted Worthies were not buryr : There are ſome Paſſages 
in Scripture which ſeem to prove it, as 1 Sam. XXXI. 12, 
and Fer. XXXIV.5. The Greek and other Nations practiſed 
it, we are very certain. The Habit for Mourning was black 
or dark coloured according to the Manner of the Country. 
And, as for the Time to be devoted to Grief, JIoszy nus ſays 
thirty Days is ſufficient for the wiſeſt Man: The Mourning 
for Saut, for Io bir and for Hz r op the Great was Seven 
Days: Ovip ſays, that Oxeazvs mourned Sever for the 
Loſs of his Wife: But SimoniDes would have every one's 
Grief confined to a Day. Narrow Limits for Sorrow truly! 
ATxxvs, the firſt Inſtitutor of the Olympiads, probably pro- 
poſed them in Honor of ſome worthy Friends departed : But, 
whether this was his Intent or no; we know that AcuiLLEs 
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8 Calmet's Antiquities Sacred and profane, B. III. Diſſert. XI. 
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honored his Friend Para ocLvs with Funeral Games, after 
that he had burned his Body and duly ſacrificed to his Mares: 
And we find that ENR As did the ſame Honor to his good 
Father An culszs; and ſhewed all poſſible Reſpe to his 
departed Friend and Companion Parras, Some Nations 
tho't it not enough but once to diſcover their Regards in a 
publick Manner, but would at diſtin& Periods of Time re- 
peat the ſame : So the Greeks kept up a ſolemn Cuſtom of 


annually bewailing the Death of LIN us their firſt Poet. 


ALL theſeMethods of ſhewingReſpect andGratitude to ex- 
cellent Perſons were very decent in their proper Times and 
Places. Nor can the Propoſal of TurLy concerning Sxavius 
SULPITIVUS be faulted ; He was ſent by the Senate toMar K 
Ax rod, as their Embaſſador, to bring him to Terms 
of Agreement, but unfortunately died in the Execution of 
that Affair before he had reached AnTony : Crczx o, in- 
aſmuch as he died in his Embaſly ſerving the Common Wealth, 
* humbly moved in the Senate that a Statue might be erect- 
ed to his Memory. Nor can the Greeks be blam'd who, 
when one of their wiſe Men died; SoLon, put his brazen 
Statue in the moſt public Place, buried him near the Gates 
of the City Wall, and encompaſs'd his Monument with a 
Wall, as we read in Arian I. 8. c. 19. Nor yet can any 
one, who knows the Lady, be offended with Ax TEMISTIA 
for proceeding further than any of the foregoing Perſons in 
ſhewing her Reſpe& to her deceaſed Husband Mavsorvs 
King of Cas ia: She not only drank bis beloved Aſhes, to 
ſhew her eager Affection towards him; but ſhe alſo erect- 
ed a Monument to him, which was reckoned one among 
the Seven Wonders of the World: » It was a Quadrangu- 
lar of fine Marble, two hundred and eleven Feet, about five 
and twenty Cubits high, and was encompaſſed with thirty 
fix Columns: The Aſcent was by Steps in the Corners of 
the Walls, at which Places as well as in the Middle were 

moſt exquiſite Statues, and on the Top was fixed a Marble 
ariot. 

Bu r all theſe Ways of ſbeuing Gratitude are mute and ſi- 

ent : Such therefore, Ava were deſpiſed by the great 

Cictro, » ought to be little valued by all the Generous 
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& Cum ob Remp. in Legatio ne Mortem obierit Cicer. Philippic. IX. 

© Pancirol. de Reb. deperdit Part I. Tit. XXXII. p. 109. 40 

w Nibil memutum poteſt delectare, nibil tacitum, nibil deniq; bujuſmodi 
qved etiam minus digni afſequi * Ge, Cicet. Orgt i in Wor. 
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and Conſiderate. Indeed fo they are; for they vaſtly pre- 


fer the more liberal and ingenious Proofs of a thankſul Mind. 


A Pcem to the Memory of a Friend, in their Opinion, is 
better than a 2h Embalming and a ſplendid Interment ; an 


Oration in Praiſe of our Benefators more excellent than 


- Burning their dead Bodies with Pomp, and appointing Fu- 
neral Games for them; and a juſt Hiſtory of their worthy 


Doings much ſuperior in Value to even AR TEMISILA's Mo- 
nument : But now ſeveral among the Learned have follow- 
ed theſe Methods of honoring their Friends according to 
their various Genius and Talents and Inclinations. ? 

Hom the firſt and beſt of Poets, in his matchleſs Hiad, 


immortalizes Tycn1vs an ordinary Tradeſman, * who had 


obliged him; which is a manifeſt Proof of his grarefu 


Temper. VIn OI too admirably ſhews his Graritude to his 


Friends in ſeveral of his Poems. Nor are Ovip and Ca- 
TULLUS behind Hand in Reſpect to their Friends: How 


does the Former mourn over his ſoft arfd tender Compani- 
on T1svLLvs, ? wiſhing, that if there be any ſuch be,” 
as Life after a Departure hence, he may be convey'd to E- 
41/ium ; and in the mean Time that his Bones may reſt quiet- 
ly in their Urn, and that the Earth may lie light over his 


Aſhes. And how affe ctionately does the Tatter write of 
his Oa r ALus, aſſuring him, that altho' he ſpould never 145 
him again nor hear him, he would however certainly love 
him. But Nations, as well as particular Perſons, have al- 
ſo in a Poetical Manner done Honor to the deſerving Dead: 
Thus the Ancient Celtæ, when any died valiantly in Battle, 


compoſed Songs for them: Perhaps they learn'd the Cuſtom 


from the Elegy made by Daviv after the Deceaſe of his 


beloved JonaTHaAn. | 
OTaxxs have aTalent at Oratcyy ; and ſuch ſhould ſhew 


their Gratitude to their worthy Friends departed by exerci- 


ting this Talent, Lys1 as ſhewed his in a Funeral Oration : 
And among the Greeks ſuch Orations were in uſe, as PERI.“ 
CLES obſerves in his on thoſe Athenians, that died in Bat- 
tle for their Country, which by the Way is the only Ora, 
tion of that Kind that is come down unto us. The Romans 
too came into the ſame grateful Practice. Ci c EKO with 


n 


x Miad. VII. 


y Ovid. Amor. 1 3. Eleg. 8. 


& Catull ad Occalium. bid. Pindar Nemea, Od. vi; 
wondep- 


the great Merits of his Patron: 
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wonderful Eloquence expreſſes his Grief for the Loſs of his 
dear, much eſteemed Friend Hox Tens1vs, and gratefully 
m-ntions his Friendly Offices? Priny's Panegyric on 
Tx ajan, altho' it was compoſed while he was yet living, 
was deſigned for his Remembrance and Praiſe after his 
Death; neither has it fail'd of Succeſs, for it has brought 
down to us rhe Gratitude of Priny, and at the ſame Time 
ö Nor does he ſhew leſs 
Gratitude and Affection to his agreable Friend Max TIAL, 
which miy be clearly ſeen in a beautiful and elegant' E- 
piſtle to Px 1scvs. 5 | | 
' Taosx, who cannot in a Sublime and Oratorial Manner 
diſplay the Vertues of departed Worthies, may perhaps de- 
light n Hiftory : Such therefore ſhould in Hiſtorical Me- 
mMoirs Write the Lives and Actions of their deſerving Friends. 
So Tacirvs wrote the Life of Accor his Father in 
Law, for which he is not oaly to be excuſed but alſo to be 
commended, on the Account of his Piety and Gratitude 
therein demonſtrated. © But here it may be remarked, that 
there is a Mean to be obſerved (Eſt Modus in Rebus) in ſuch 
Hiſtories : Unworthy Perſons are unworthy of them; and 
they who write the Annals of ſuch procure Diſgrace to 
themſelves : Thus did ReGvrvs, who wrote a Book of 
the Life and Death of his Son: Priny ſays concerning it, 
that it was ſo fooliſh that it would excite Zaughter, richie 
than S$rrow to read it; nor, he adds, would you believe it 
evritten of a Boy, but by a Boy. © - 
L have faid that ſuch as have a Talent at writing Hiſto: 
ries, ſhould in this way do Juſtice to the Merits of their 
Friends: In this Way they ought to deſcribe their Jaudable 
Actions and wipe off any Aſperſions on them: And this is 
eſpecially requiſite, juſt and grarefut after their Deceaſe ; 
becauſe then they are not able to vindicate and anſwer for 
themſelves. LEN EUS, who had been a Servant to Pomryz v, 
had ſo great a Love for the Memory of his Patron, that he 
could not forgive the Hiſtorian Sal L us for ſaying, that he 
was of an unhandſome Face and an immodeſt Mind; but calls 
him very hard Names for abuſing his Maſter : Nor was he 
ſatisfied with vindicating his Maſter's Character and Repu- 
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4 Ad Init, Ciceron. Libr. de Claris Orator. 

Pin 1 >, Epiſt. 21. Priſco. 

6 Figfeſſt ne Pictatis aut laudatus erit gut excuſatus. Tacit, vit. Agric! 
U Vn. 1. 4. EH 7, Lepido. 


tation; 


. ® - - 
Aa LS ae <A „„ i.4 — CET 
- MF b 2 45 £3. "Lf — 


a WOW —_— 42 
9 . * 2 * ä— n — * — 3 
- . 
- 
4 . bo > -» 3 «. : 
_ - . — — . 
5 — — - — — —_ 
_ « % - — — 
7 -v . — — - <ca$” + * 
— — c — ——  ——— CC - — !— — 
D - — 
-4 = — — — — 
— — — — — 224 > — 


— . __ 1 * 
— n 3 
» Ba — — 4 _ ——- 
. _ _— 
2 - — 
— — — — 2 — . — - - — o — 


. 


22 2 — — 


— — 
— — P — 


WS — — 


—ä—äñ— — - — — 


—— — ——— — 


1 4B 


tation; but runs out at full Length againſt SA Ls r, ſty- 
ling him monſtrous both in his Life and Writings, and a moſt 
illiterate Stealer CAro's ancient Words. The Servant 
did well without doubt in clearing his Maſter's Character, 
bur is not to be juſtified in inſulting Sa l. L usr. 

- Bur after all the Deceaſed receive no Advantage from 
theſe Effects of Gratitude. Is there then no other way to 
be found out, that ſo thoſe who have ſerved us or the Com- 
mom Wealth may in a Senſe reap themſelves the Fruit of 
their own Labors? Yes! The Goodneſs ſhewn to the 
Children of the Deceaſed is as it were conferred on them. 
So D4vin prov'd his Gratitude and Afﬀettionto Jon ATHAN 
his Brother by ſhewing Favor to the lame Mzeninosntra. 
So the Man in Paocor tus, Ff that was dying, ſaid, Wharſo- 
ever you beſtow on my Children you confer on me, Nor have 
particular Perſons only, but even Fates alſo, have thought 
this a very lively Way of thewing Gratitude tothe Deceaſed. 
PETERMARTYA'sonly Daughter was in poorCircumſtances, 
to which ſhe was brought thro' theProdigality of a debauch- 
ed Husband : The Senate of Zurich, out of a grateful Re- 


 membrance of her Father's great 12 her with a 


bountiful Maintenance as long as ſhe liv Cn. Sci o, 
after that he had many Succeſſes in Spain, fell into great 
Poverty, and ſo died, that he had not Money ſufficient leſt 
for the Marriage of his Daughters : Wherefore the Snatę 
appointed them Portions out of the Publick Treaſury. The 
Athenians allo dealt in the ſame generous Manner by the 
Children of Az 1sT1Dxs, who died very poor, after that he 
had excellently behaved himſelf in his Government. 

I remember one Inſtance of Gratitude more, which, be- 
cauſe it is a very odd one, I will rehearſe it- Cop us Kin 
of the Athenians diſguis'd himſelf in Battle with the Locri- 
ans in Love to his Country: The At henians were ſo charm) 
with it, that they would never ſuffer themſelves to be rule 
by a King afterwards ; for they thought that 20 Man wag 
avorthy to ſucceed him. & 

I will conclude this Section, of 7he M. 0 aewing Fra- 
titude, with a few agreable Notes on Prov. XX. 6. which 
will be very appolite to what I have been writing. Sor.0- 
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ot || MON there ſays, Moſt Men proclaim every Man bis own Good- 
at | (5 ; but a faithful Man who can find? The Meaning of 
r, | which as embraced by our Tranſlators is, that moſt Men love 
to proclaim their own Goodneſs and Charity : But their 
m | Tongues are more free to publiſh it than their Hands ; for 
to | who can find one among ſuch that declarerb the Truth, 
n- | Some take the Words in this Senſe ; Moſt Men proclaim the 
of | Man that is bountiful to them ; and yet there is often more 
ve | Flattery than Truth and Faithfulneſs in their Reports on 
m. | ſuch Occaſions, Rabbi SoLomon gives us this Interpretation 
n | of the Text; Mt Men in the Times of their Neceſſity call 
a, him to their Help, who hath been Kind,courteous and freind- 
o- in his Promiſes ; but who can find the Man that fairhfully 
ve | performeth what he has promiſed? And laſtly, LxVI Gza- 
he som has obliged us with a Comment upon the Words which 
d. is as good as any of them, *tis this; Moſt Men in their Times 
's, | of Diſtreſs and Neceſſity will call him to their Relief, Comfort 
h- and Aﬀſtance whom they have relieved and comforted, as 
de- expecting the like Favors in Return from him: But where 
12 | 2041} you find one, that will faithfully and gratefully make a 
o, gens! of the Love and Favor which they have received. 
VEAY one ſees how theſe Remarks are applicable to the 
eſt | Foregoing Obſervations : So that there is no need of either 
its | ſhewing their Agreableneſs or apologizing for them. 


he * 


S1 c % 1 ON 4. 
Inſtances of Ingratitude: 


E have now ſeen the Manner of ſhewing Gratitude, and 
have had Examples of ſhewsng it in thoſe Manners : 
From theſe, I will beg the Favor of my Reader to turn aſide 
a little, and obſerve the Inſtances of Ingratitude which I ſhall 
produce; and zheſe, if I miſtake not, will very forceably re- 
commend the Examples of the contrary Vertue : For Contra- 
ries always illuſtrate one another; nor is there any more 
—feffectual Method to ſet off any Vertue than by expoſing rhe 
Oppoſite Vice, or by exhibiting ſome odious Proofs =* Ex- 
ampies of it. 

In the Beginning of this Chapter I took Occaſion to re- 
maik. how diſingenious and vile it was to be wngrateful to 
revate Friends who have ſerved and obliged us, I muſt 


no 
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nbw add, who can think of the Ingratitude of SexT L108. 


to C. Czsar the Orator with any Patience? And who 
can-forgive Powe Ev s the Great to Cy. CA Ah? Poris 


ever, ſued to Ad rod that he might be employed in the 
Proſecution and Murder of his meritorious Advocate, Who 


was then proſcribed : He ſucceeded, got a Commiſſion for. 
it, went in Poſt-haſte to Cajera, and cut off rhe Head of Ro- 


man El/quence. Nor is MAaxcELLinvs to be mention'd 
but with Diſdain and Anger: He was ſo impious as to ſpeak 


in the Senate againſt Pomezy, who was the Cauſe of his 


Promotion : Pour ER well took him up and taxed him with 
Ingratitude ; He ſaid, © Art thou not aſhamed, Max ck T- 
* Linus, to ſpeak Evil of him, through whoſe Bounty of a 


Mute thou art become Eloquent, and of one balf-ſtarv'd are 
bro't to fuch a Plenty that thou art not able to forbear Vo- 
* ax ? ” Nor is the Emperor Basrt1vs MAcRER DO ex- 


cuſable for his Iagratitude to the Man who ſav'd his Life: 
As he was hunting, the Brouches of a Stag got into his Gir- 
dle, and he was carry'd off his Horſe ; fo that he was in im- 
minent Danger of Deſtruction: A Gentleman, perceiving 
his Danger, drew his Sword and cut his Girdle : For this 
very Act his Head was order'd to be ſtruck off by the Em- 
Deror, for ſuffering his drawn Sword to be ſo near his ſacred 
Peron, Several of theſe Perſons, who have been ſo bar- 
barous and ungrateſul have roſe from a low Degree of Life 
to great Fortune and Power: And it muſt be confe ſſed; 
that ſuch as from an inferior Condition emerge into ſplendid 
and opulent Cifcumſtances, are generally haughty and un- 
ateful * towards their old and generous Friends, which 
indeed is very vile and unbecoming- 


Bur if it be fo baſe for Private Men to be ungrateſul 


to their particular Friends, how dreadful is it to be 
ſo to ſuch as have ſerved the Public? Let this is very 
frequent, that many diſregard even Publick Benefactors; 


and it muſt be with Regret taken Notice of, that rhe Pub- 


b Aſperius nibil eff humili cum ſurgit in altum : 
Cuncta ferit, dum cuncta timet : deſævit in omnes, 
Ut ſe poſſe putent : Nec Bellua tetrior ulla eft. Claudian. J. I. in Eutrop- 


lick 


$ Pindar. Ib. Od. 7. Vetus dormit Beneficium. 


» a 


alſo is to be deteſted, whoſe Life was defended by Ciczzo- 
with uncommon Care and ſurprizing Eloquence : Vet this 
Fellow, for no Injury received, nor for any Reaſon what- 
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lick it ſelf is often faulty in fighting thoſe who have ſerved 
them and forgetting their Obligations to them. 
How ſhameful is it, that many have been allowed by rhe 
Publick to ſuffer in their Fortunes? It muſt needs produce 
Diſquietude and Uneaſineſs in ingenious Minds to be the 
unwilling Spectators of it. To [re PomerLtivs AN DRO- 
Nicus, Who compoſed many valuable Things, ſo poor and 
needy that he was obliged to ſell his Annals to Support 
himſelf : To ſee Oxzm1L1vs in his Old Age, who had edu- 
cated many great Men, compelled thro” Neceſſity to inha- 
bit under Thatches : To ſee VALERIVUS Caro very old 
and miſerably poor; and, tho' he was an excellent S$choot- 
maſter, a great Gramarian, and a fine Poet, and able to anſ- 
wer the moſt important Queſtions; Yet unable to pay 4 
Debt: * Or, if theſe ancient Examples do not fatisfy and 
move us; to behold SrENCE&AS that admirable old Engliſh 
Poet reduced to Starving after the Death of the generous 
as well as learn'd Sir PaiLie Stox EW]: To behold the 
Divine Mit Ton getting his daily Bread at the laborious 
Drudgery of keeping School: To behol# SHAKEKSPEAR 
ſcarcely ſubſiſted, and Bur LRA pleaſing the Court and 
the City, yet periſhing for Want: To behold Da YEN 
juſt kept alive by his Pen, and WrcutxzrEy dragging on 
his Days heavily, till he late received ſome Comfort by a 
Paternal Fortune: To behold Orway ſpunging on a Vint- 
ner in whoſe Debt he died conſiderably; and to ſee poor 
Nar LEE periſhing in the Streets: I ſay to behold theſe, 
and ſuch like Inſtances, of ingenious Men poor and wretch- 
ed, it is a very melancholy Thing, and reftects Prodigious 
Diſzrace on the Cities and Countries which are unmindful 
of them But above all Inſtances ancient or modern, I am 
moſt affected with the Story of Bzrisarivs, who was al- 
lied to JusSTINIAN : After he had overthrown the Per- 
ſians, Goths and Vandals ; after he had recovered Sicily, A. 
frica and the greater Part of Taly with few Soldiers and 
little Coſt ; and after that he had refuſed the Kingdom of 
Ttaly which was offered to him; I ſay, after all this, he was 
upon ſome ſlighty and groundleſs ſuſpicion ſeiz'd and made 
42 Nor was this all, but they alſo ranſack d his Houſe, and 
ſeiz'd upon his Eſtate : So that he was reduced even to E- 
gary; and, as he went up and down, uſed to cry out, Give 
an Half penny to poor BeLis8arivs, whom Vertue raiſed, 
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and Enuy has depreſſed. This was juſt ſuch a Piece of 
Madneſs, in ſo treating this worthy General, as is ſpoken 
of in the Caſe of Paocian ; TwWas ro puniſh the greateſt 
Virtues, as if they were the worſt of Crs mes. 

Wu Ar an unreaſonable and barbarous Thing is it, that 
ſome have loſt, not only heir Fortunes, but their Country, 
their Credit and their Lives, by means too of thoſe very 
Hates and Kingdoms which have been vaſtly obliged by 
them? How was FR ius CamiLLvs treated, a had 
defended the Roman Power and ſetled its Safety ? He was 
impeached by L. AreULE1vs and baniſhed, and that juſt 
when he loſt a Son of great Hopes. And how was good 
old JuvENAT ſerved ? When * he was eighty Years of 
Age, becauſe he was ſuſpected of having lampoon'd the 
Times, to wit of NERO ( which indeed afforded Occaſions 
enow for Satyr ) he was removed from the City, and after- 
wards, that he might be got rid of, was ſent a Prefect to 
Egypt, where he died in a ſhort Time with Grief and 
Trouble. What unkind Uſage did the five CoaxRTII 
meet with? They all experienced 1% Ingratitude of 
their Country. Sci AFRICANUS brought the Queen 
of Africa on her Knees, and reſtored the Common-Wealth 
which had been harraſs'd in the Punic War: Yet he was 
forced by the People of Rome to inhabit a vile and obſcure 
Village: To ſhew his juſt Senſe of which unrighteous 
Tieatment, he order'd this Inſcription on his Tomb, Un- 
grateful Ceuntry You have not ſo much as my Bones. 
His Brother vanquiſhed Antioch, and annexed Aſia to the 
Roman Empire ; yet, preparing to return in Triumph, 
was he accuſed and caſt iuto Preſon under a Pretence of 
robbing the publick Treaſury. Sci IO Nasica, who 
reſcued the Common- Wealth out of the Hands of TIEBE- 
ius GrRaccnvs, finding himſelf flighted and undervalu- 
ed, retired to Pergamos and ſpent the reſt of his Life there; 
his Country not wanting him or not deſiring his Return, 
P. LEnTULVs, Who fruſtrated C. GrAccnvs and put the 
Traitcrs to Flight, was ſent by the Senate to a foreign 
Employment, nor was he allowed to die at home- The 
younger AraICANus, Who reduced Numantia and Car- 
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rage which threatned Ruine to the Roman Empire, was 
rob'd of his Life at home, nor was any one found to re- 
venge his Death. Rome indeed was an early Example of 
Ingratitude: For the Senate tore Romvrvs to Pieces in 
open Court, and embrued their Hands in the Blood of 
their Founder. Nor are later Times and other Countries 
clear from this Vice. Swnorro SrEALVs on, who wrote 
the Hiſtory of the Northern Kings five hundred Years ago 
in the ancient Language of the Country, was himſelf of an 
ancient Family-in Sweden, which about the Time of King 
HarxorD commonly called Pulchz icomus or Fairlocks went 
to found a Colony in Jeland: And altho by his own At- 
chievements, as well as by writing thoſe which were per- 
formed by others, he | ought to have had the Love and 
Kindneſs of all Men, yet he could not avoid the Hatred and 
3 of his own Countrymen, who put him cruelly 
to Death. | | 


Tank remains one Inſtance of Tygratitude more; and 
this deſcends to the Poſterity of the Deceaſed. Ht opo- 
Tvs relates, » that Py Ty1as the Son of Arrs offered, for 
the Entertainment of XEAXES's Army, ſo much Money as 
by Bxzzxzwooyr's Computation would amount to zhirry 
three Million and ſeventy five thouſand Pounds Sterling: 
But it was his Fate afterwards to experience the Ingrati- 
rude of Man; for his Eldeſt Son was cut in Pieces by this 

very ſame XERXES, who was ſo much indebted to him. 


Trvs I have ſelected and offered a few Inſtances of In- 
gratitude, Let us now in our own Minds compare theſe 
with the foregoing Examples of the contrary Vertus; and 
then paſs an impartial Judgment which are the moſt beau- 
tiful and moſt excellent, and which therefore, being moſt 
preferable, are moſt worthy to be followed. Sure I am, 
they myſt he and deprav'd in their Fudgments, and very 
vicious indeed who can ſedately approve of any ungratefub 
Temper or Demeanor ; as they are very blind or very ſtupid 
who cannot ſee and acknowlege how lovely a Thing it is 
to be grateful. 
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I muſt-finiſh this Chapter; but know not to conclude it 
more agreably ( after ſuch hateful Inſtances as have been 
given) than with relating a kind and grateful Action, which 
I but juſt now meet with in my Reading. *T'was done by 
M. LZ CuEVALIER DE Caor: 7 A Gentleman, who. 
was very much attach'd to him, and for whom he had a 
very great Affection, waited on him one Morning at his 
Levee; Judging by his Air that he was under ſome Con- 
cern and Uneaſineſs, he asked him the Reaſon of it; but the 
Gentleman out of Modeſty did not care to explain himſelf, 
and endeavoured as much as poſſible to reſume his ordinary 
Cheerfulneſs: When he took his Leave, Mr. De Ca ov 

ve him a Letter which he had juſt written, and 1 

d the Favor of him to deliver it immediately; whi 
the Gentleman accordingly did with the utmoſt Diligence, 
Diſpatch and Care: As ſoon as the Perſon to whom the 
Letter was directed had read it, he counted him down tevelve 
hundred Livres, which amounts to ſixty Pounds Sterling: 
The Gentleman offer'd his Receipt for it, but it was re- 
fuſed : He returned to Mr Dx Ca ox, and told him, that 
he had twelve hundred Livres for him: His grateful and 
generous Friend reply'd, that he did not know what he 
meant ; that he had no Money to receive ;- that, if he had 
received any, he was mighty well pleaſed; and beg'd that 
he would preſs him no further on that Head, ſor he could 
ſay no more to him: And at the ſame Time ſtepping into 
his Coach, Shall I carry you any where, ſays he? Thus 
their Converſation ended, and my Second Chapter hand- 
ſomely concludes with it. 1 


9 M Du Puy Reftexions ſur 1." Amitie, of which there is an Ac- 
count in the ne Republic of Letters in Engliſh. 
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CHAP. 1. 
Of Gratitude to GOD. 


ND now at length we are arrived to the Great 

GOD ; to whom, as to the infinite Ocean of Good- 
nes, our Streams and Rivers of Gratitude are to 
flow, and in whom alone they are to terminate and 

Ir Almighty GOD were to viſit us and argue with us ac- 
cording to our angrateſul Doings, we ſhould not ſtand; but 
muſt periſh directly, nor be allowed to perfiit farther in u- 
gratitude towards HIM: But ſuch and ſo great is hisClemency 
that Hz not only redeems our Lives from Deſtruction, but 
alſo crowns us with Loving-kindneſs and tender Mercies, for- 
giving our criminal difingenuity towards HIM: It follows 
therefore, that our Souls ſhould be deeply touch'd with the 
Senſe of His Favors, that we ſhould be gratefully affected 
towards Him, that we ſhould ever be mindful of His Kind- 
ne ſſer and render our Acknowledgments equal to them, or to 
our own Ability. q 
Bur that ſo we may be directed in this important Affair, 
I will attempt the following Things; viz - 


I. To lay down the Pagan Sentiments and Expreſſions of 
Gratitude towards the DizTv. + 

II. To conſider the {Obligations which ue are under to 
the Supream BEING, our bountiful Benefactor. 

III. To thew what Improvement we are to make of, or 
how we are to anſwer, theſe Obligations: And. 

IV. Wav we are thus to manifeſt our Gratitude to GOD. 


I. Tax the Pagan Sentiments and Expreſſions of Grats. 
tude are to be tendered unto us: Now the Pagans in all 
ſuitable Manners expreſſed their Gratitude to the Supreme 
Governor of the World. 

PRAYERS and Praiſes, being Parts of the natural 
Worſoip owing to the DIT, all Nations have uſed them, 
and in theſe Ways manifeſted their Eſteem of GOD, and 
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expreſſed their Gratitude unto Him. It was in uſe among 
the Greeks, as appears by their Hymnoi, whether Kleros or 
Apotropasos ; the firſt of which Sung the God or Goddeſs, 
whom they ſuppoſed to favor them; as the latter did thoſe 
whom they did not account propitious : And among the 
Romans the ſame Way of Worſhip obtained, as is evident 
from their Hymns called Aſamenta Funonia and Mineruia. 
Ax, in proportion to their Ræſpect towards the Derry, 
Was their Anger againſt ſuch as treated Him not with Ob- 
ſervance, but with Diſre ſpect and Indecency: Among the 
Greeks accordingly, and among the Romans, the Deſpiſers of 
GOD and Religion were univerſally deteſted and avoided : 
A Diſregarder of GOD, or, as Hoa Acx expreſſes it, an 
inconſta nt Worſpipper of Him was had in common Diſ- 
eſteem and Abhorrence. Y 0 ; 
In ELI AN * we have an Hymn of 'Thanksgiving, which 
Ax lox made to Nzr rox for his Deliverance by the 
Dolphin, when he was ready to fink : Whence it plainly 
appears, that the Almighty Author of their Preſervations 
was accounted worthy of their Praiſes, and actually had 


Tuxx alſo thought it their Duty to pay ſome proper 
Acknowledgments to GOD for the Beſtowment of any va- 
Juable Bleſſings : If therefore they had arrived to the Know- 
lege of any uſeful Secrets, they thought themſelves obliged 
to a Dxir x, and in ſome Acts of Homage gave Him as it 


were the Glory of them: 80 PrTwacoras upon any 


new Diſcovery or happy Invention uſed ro ſacrefice an Ox; 
— 4 kind of Gratitude was begun by TnALES tbe Mi- 
Jeſia n.. 

An indeed, whether any private or publick Bleſſings 
were conferred on them, they aſcribed them to the Bounty 
of GOD, nor would they arrogate to themſelves the Honor 
of procuring them. Thus, when CaT1irinz's Conſpiracy 
againſt Cicero and the Common-Wealth was detected and 
fully defeated, TuLLy cries out; If I fay that it was I, 
“ who hindred the coming Miſchief, I ſhould aſſume too 
* much to my ſelf, nor ought I to be born with in it. 
« *T'was Jurir ER, JurITER Himſelf, who prevented our 


Ruine: Twas Hz, and Hx alone, who ſaved the Capi- 
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* tol and the Temples, the whole City and every one of 
“ You its living Inhabitants. ” And in another place he 
aſcribes the Preſervation and Happineſs of the City to the 
Divine Government. 

In a Word, the Pagans conſidered not only the Bleſſings 
imparted to them immediately without their Acting, but 
alſo all the Advantages they obtained by the free and right 
Uſe of all their Powers & Faculties, as coming from GOD, 
and as Effects of His Providence and Government; and 
therefore were. not unmindſul of Him, but always grateful 
to Him. As ENR as far Inſtance in Ovip, who acknow- 
leges GOD as giving Him zo ſpeak, to breathe, to behold 
Heaven and its Luminaries ; and then ina Parentheſis admira- 
bly expoſtulates with himſelf, Can I be tho'tleſs of this and 
ungrateſul to Him, who has been ſo kind and merciful to 
me? And they moreover judged right concerning rhe 
Mind, the good Will, of thoſe who received Favors and 
acknowledged them; eſteeming that more preferable 
with the ſmalleſt Oblation of Frankincenſe than even an 
whole Heracomb of Bulls without it.) And herein they 
determined agreably to the Scripture : For, we read, sf 
there be a willing Mind, it is accepted according to what a 
Man hath, and not according to whas he hath not. 
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I could with all imaginable Eaſe write a great deal more 
concerning the Pagan Devotsons ro GOD, and alſo con- 
2 Senignity as well as Gratitude towards Men; 
but I thould then make a larger Voluma than is now pro- 
pane 4 [ ſhall therefore at preſent wave theſe | my. : 

ut I hope, that I ſhall ſome Time or other bring into the 
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v Quibus Ego, ſi me . dicam, nimium mibi ſumam & nox 
ſim ferendus. Ile, Ide Jupiter reftitit : Ille Capitolium, ille bac 
Templa, ille banc Urbem, ille vos omnes ſalvos eſſe voluit. Cicer. 

Orat. III. in Catilin. 

w Ab Fove opt. Max, cæteriſq; Diis Deabuſq, immortalibus --- quorum: 
Ope & Auxilio, multo magis hec Reſpub. quam Ratione Homi- 
num & Confilio gubernatur. Cic. Orat. pro C. Rabirio. 

x Ynod loquor & ſpiro, Celumq; & Lumina Solis 

p Aſpicio ( poſſumne ingratus & immemoreſſe ? ) 

Ilke dedit. Ovid. Metamorpb. l. XIV. 

75 —— Ut ſuſo Taurorum Sanguine centum, 85 
Sic capitur minimo Turis Honore DEUS, Ovid. ad Czar. 
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Publick View a full Account of theſe, with ſome other 
Things referring to them; for I am perſwaded jt would 
make us, the conce ited Diſciples of Iss, aſhamed of our 
ſelves to ſee how we are out-done by them, and that it would 
9 — us, if not to excel, at leaſt to emulate them in all 


Vertue. | 


II. Taz Second Thing to be conſidered by us is, What 
Obligations we are under to the Great GOD. Now theſe 
are Numberleſs : For, as Hz is the Greateſt and the Beſt e 

in HiMSELF, Hz has alſo been vegy greatly good unto us. 


Ix DEE D the Goodneſs of GOD in ſome Sort comprehends 
all His other Attributes: For when it contrives the Hap- 
* of His Creatures it is Viſdom, and it is Power when 
t Hects it; when it confers any Favor without Merit it is 
Grace, and it is Mercy when it beſtows any againſt Merit; 
if according to a Promiſe Kindneſs be ſhewn it is Truth, as 
it is Zuſtice if an equal Price be offered for it. Now with 
Reſpect to this Goodneſs, there is none who may be com- 
ared with the infinite JEHOVAH : and therefore our 
leſſed Sa vioux maintains, that here is none good bur One, 
even GOD ; 6 and on the very ſame Account it is that He 
is ſtyled ArT' ATA®OON by the Platoniſts, But as we are 
unequal to the Deſcription of the Divine Eſſence, in which 
He is effentially, rage and infinitely Good; let us 
conſider the Diſplays and Exerciſes of His great Goodneſs : 
And, becauſe theſe are without Number, let a few ſpecial 
ones ſelected ſatisfy us. c | 
Tak Works of Creation firſt ſollicit our attentive Regard, 
Of theſe Moszs informs us in Gen. I. 31. GOD ſaw ever 
Thing that He had made; and behold it was very good, 
Certainly then Hz, who made all, mult alſo be very good. 
And indeed this is what even a Pagan could ſay, that,when 
GOD firſt ſet HIus ELV upon the Creation of the World, 
Hz transformed HimszLe into Goodneſs. It is written of 
GOD, that Hx is good to all; and it may well alſo be affirm- 
ed of Hr1w, that Hz is good in all: For every Creature s 
an Herald of Divine . which gave Being to it; and 


not only ſo, but alſo plac'd it in that Order and Station 


wherein it may beſt ſubſerve the good End for which it 
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Was created, and at the ſame Time furniſhed it with all 
that good Proviſion which was requiſite for its comfortable 
Subſiſtence. But of all the Creatures, few perhaps have 
more Reaſon to celebrate zhe Goodneſs of GOD than Man, 
E and ungrateſul Man : For be ſides his Body, where- 

he is fearfully and wonderfully made; he is beautified and 
enriched with many excellent Accompliſhments of Mind, on 
the Account of which he is made the Lord of rhe World : 


As therefore he is ſo adorned, and is ſo encompalled, ſo at- 


tended, ſo befriended ; he ought not to be ſilent in the 
Praiſe of his Maker: But, in ſhort, he ſhould be he Prieſt 
of the Creation, offering Glory to GOD, who has created 
all Things, and ſor whoſe * Jake they are and were 
created: He is not grateful, unteſs he ſo honor, bo: before 
and worſhip the LORD his Maker. f 
Nxxrrr; The Work of Redemption deſerves our Conſi- 
deration. In this GOD has abundantly demonſtrated His 
Good-Will to Mas: H therefore, that has manifeſted this 
Good Will, muſt 1 be very gracious, and ought to 
be greatly loved and honored by us. Matchleſs was 
GOD's Goodneſs in giving His only begotten Sox to re- 
deem us from Iniquity and parify ns 3 Hinmsttr 4 peculiar 
Pecple : Incomparable tod was the Goodneſs and Mercy of 
our dear Redeemer, that He would veil his Glories in our 
Nature and fulf} all Righteouſpeſs for us thetein : And rhe 
Goodneſs of the Hoy STAT of GOD is alſo wonderful, 
ig that He i; willing 7 4 % the Nedemption purchaſed 
for us, and to bring us actually to Blefſedneſs. there- 
fore it was demanded of old, Let the dene of rhe 
LORD ſay, HE is good; ſo let us ſay, being Redeemed ; 
that H is good, and give Hin the Glory of His rich Grace 
towards us. An Anonyinous French Author tells us, in his 
Travels, © that; in a Sermon which he heard at Madrid in 
Eaſter-Week, the Miniſter, y his giving a particular Ac- 
count of the Sufferings of CHRIST and our Ingratitude to- 
wards Him, gave himſelf a good Bo in the Ear, and ſaid, 
LORD), niuſt I be ſo ungrateful and wicked ! And fort - 
with the whole Aſſembly boxed themſelves : The Author 
ſays, he could not forbear Laughing to ſee above four thou- 


ſand People boxing themſelves at once. For my part, I 


would not betray my Anger in ſo indecent a Manner on 
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ſuch a ſolemn Occaſion: But I would have my Heart 
ſmiting me within for any ungratefſul Carriage towards a 
good GOD and a kind REDEEMER  _ 

Laſtly; Taz Works of GOD's Providence, which will 
further confirm us in our Belief of His Goodneſs, are to be 


. obſerved and celebrated by us. There is certainly aburi- 


dant Care taken in the Divine Management of Affairs for 
the Welfare of all Thengs ; ſo that it may be truly ſaid of 
them, rhey are filled with Good. What a glorious Idea then 
muſt we have of Him, who filleth them? Surely Hz muſt 
be Divinely full of Goodneſs, who Supplies the err not or- 
ly of Mep, but of the crying Ravens, the roaring Lions, the Iow- 
eſt Worms and ſmalleft Jaſect;; who preſerveth Man and 
Beaſt. But Men, in particular, have the greateſt Reaſon to 
ſpeak well of their Preſerver for His tender Care of them: 
For there does not a Tar paſs over them, nor even a 
Day, but, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, it crowned with 
Goodneſs : But whoſe Goodneſs ? Whole. but a bountiful 
GOD's ? Vet, alas! how full is the Earth of Evil and 
Unthankſul Men, open Traitors and Rebels againſt Him, 
who do not realize it that the Earth is full of His Goodneſs, 


Certainly we have all and every one of us peculiar Cau- 


ſes to take Notice of the Diſplays of this amiable Per- 
ſection: For we are each of us favored with i»numerable 
Mercices. Have we not Bleſſings in our Spirits and in our 
Bodies ; in our Educations and Employments ; in our Fa- 
miles, Relations and Friends; inthe ample Proviſion made 
for our Neceflities, and the Protection from Dangers on 


every Side of us? Yes! We have all theſe Favors, which 


are elegantly ſtyled in Scripture % Bleſſings of Goodneſs. 
And then the Miniſtry of GOD's holy Anxels for our Bene- 
fit is likewiſe a ſingular Proof of His Goodneſs and Kird 
Providence: For by them He delivers us from many Evils, 
and refreſhes us with many politive Mercies. 


III. Tanxss are the Diſplays of the Divine Goodneſs to 
us, and theſe are the Obligations under which our GOD 
has laid us. I muſt conf {s, that my Enumeration of the 
Divine Benefits is very deficiznt, and that I have not ſet 
torth thoſe which I have mentioned with becoming Life 
and Beauty: Nevertheleſs, from this brief and imperfect 
Deſcription of them, we may ſee thit our Obligations to the 
Great GOD are great and numberl:ſs, as are his Benefits: 
But how are we to anſwer theſe Obligations ? This is the 
third Head propoſed. 
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Tris true, we cannot mak e any Rerurns equal to his 
Merits at our Hands ; nor would the moſt coftly 11 
be comparable to Hxs Benefits; 4 nor could our Goodpets 
of Gratitude be profitable unto Him : For HE is not wor- 
Srpped by Men's Hands, as the HE needed any Thing. Ne- 
vertheleſs it may reaſonably be expected of us, that we be 
truly thankful to GOD, and that we ſhould expreſ5 our 
Thankfulneſs in all ſuitable Manners. | 

Flas r of all; Our Minds ſhould be pondering on the Be- 
nefits received by us, and vehemently exflamed with Gratr- 
rude under the Warm ſenſe of them: Our Souls and all 
that is within us ſhould bleſs GOD's holy Name, when we 
eommemorate His Favors : For, without this internal Per- 
ception of GOD's Goodneſs, it is very improbable that we 
ſhould ſhew our ſelves otherwiſe mindful of His Benefits. « 
Our Hearts therefore, our Hearts muſt be ſtrongly fixed for 
Gratitude, | 

Nextly; Ous Gratitude ſhould riſe and flow forth at our 
Lips. So Dàvip and other Religious Perſons upon ſacred 
Record opened their Lips; and with their Muhs Here ed 
Jorth GOD's Praiſe and their own Thankfulneſs. And 
thus not only. particular Saints, but alſo Bodies and Societies 
of People have expre ſſ:d their Grarirude to GOD: When 
the Children of Hrael were delivered from Ezypt and ſafely 
conveyed thro? the Red &a; they gave 1 Hanks, as one 
Man, with great Solemnity : Their Song of Praiſe and 
Gratitude is in the XVth. Chapter of Exodus. But, alas! 
they ſoon forgot the wondrous Works of the Lozp: And 
this is very frequently the Caſe with others, who either 
forget the Kindne ſſes of GOD, or do not duly return their 
hearty Thanks and ſerious Praiſes for them, When our 
SAv1iour had healed ten Lepers, one only returned to thank 
Him, and with what Pity and Concern does Hz take 
Notice of it? Ten were healed, ſaid Hs, and where ars 
the Nine ? May GOD, of His great Goodneſs, preſerve 
me from fuch a criminal Forgerfulneſs of His Praifs and 


grant, that, as His Mrcies are ever new unto me, my 


hanksgivings may be perpetually renewed allo ! 


— 
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Tuis Beneficiis 


Par nulla poſit comparari Vict ima. Georg. Buchan. Jephthes. 
* 


Nihil poſſit efſe gratius 
DEO, Beneficii quam memor Animus dati, Id. ibid. 
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Nos let us think theſe Sufficient Expreſſions of our 


Thankfulneſs ; but let us proceed further, and avoid every 
T bing which would be a Symptom and Proof of Ingrati- 
rude, | mean every wicked and ſinful Thing. As it was en- 
joined by the Pſalmiſt, Ze that love the LORD, hate E 
vi; in like manner it might be urged, Ye that would 
thankjul to GOD, abhor Evil: For it is a baſe Requital 
of His Goodneſs unto us: As therefore Say relented 
and his Bowels were moved within him, when Davis 
took not an Advantage over him, but ſaved his Life; ſa 
we ſhould be touch'd and mov'd and overcome with GOD 
ſparing and ſaving Mercies, and reſolve that we ul not 


offend any more againſt Him, and fincerely repent of our 


former Rebellion and Ingraritude towards Him. 

Moa kovER we ſhould ſtudy, inſtead of wickedly Treſ- 
pafſing againſt HI, how we may glorify and honor Hin. 
And here there are ſeveral Ways of doing this Piece of 
Gratitude. © | 

Wrar if, according to Rom. XII. x. we ſhould firſt of 
all offer our ſelves a living Sacrifice to GOD for His Mer- 
cies ? Surely it would be but 2 reaſonable and grateful 
Service. We are therefore, as did the Macedonian Chriſti- 
ans in 2 Cor. VIII. 5. to give our ſelves to the LORD. 
For this is the Will of GOD, and ought to be our grateful 
Will, even our Sanfl;fication, 1 Theſ. IV. 3. Now what is 
this Sanfiification, but our ſeparating our ſelves from all E- 
vil and a Voluntary Dedication of all that we are as well 
as all that we have to the Service of GOD? For our So- 
dies with their Senſes and Members, and our Souls with 
their Powers and Faculties, their Underſtanding and Judg- 
ment, their Memory, their Mill and Afections ſhould be 
devoted to GOD : So ſhould our Lives and Actions, our 


Time, our Capacities and all our Enjoyments: And in a 


Word, we ſhould be ready to ſay to the glorious Gover- 
nor of the Univerſe, as Anas ſaid to BEennAaDAnD, in 
: King, XX. 4. I am thine, my Lord, O King, and all, thas I 

ave. 
In the next place; What if, having conſecrated our ſelves 
and all that ue have to GOD's Service, we ſhould further 
prove our Devoredneſs and Gratitude to Rim by adhering 
zo His Cauſe and Intereſt, and eſpouling it on all requiſite 
Occaſions ? For indeed in all Ages of the Church there 
have been ſome labouring Truths; ſo that an Appearance 
tor them has been — Log Now we ſhould ever be rea- 


dy to aflert theſe Truths, and apologize tor them : Nor 
| ſhould 
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| ſhould we ever recede from the Intereſt of GOD and Re- 
ligion, let the Conſequence be what it will. For my Part, 
I. approye of the Conduct of Tatian the Aſſyrian, who 
chearfully paid Tribute to his Prince, and was at all Times 
ready to ſerve him; yet, when he was required to forſake 
his Religion and ſo in Effect to difown his GOD, he cried 
out, Np ! Iwill die firſt ; and, being demanded the Reaſon 
of his Stedfaſtneſs and Reſolution, he anſwered, leſt I ſhould 
ſpew my [elf to be falſe and ungrateſul f to my Maker. 
' FunxTnermonE ; Would not an Imitation of the Divine 
Goodneſs be a proper and lively Way of ſpewing our Thank- 
fulneſ5 for it? Without doubt. Let us therefore become as 
Children of our Father in Heaven, who maketh his Sun to 
re/e on the Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain on the 
Zuſt and on the Unjuſt : So let us be merciſul as our Father 
above it merciful, As far as we are capable, we ought cer- 
tainly to pity and relieve the Maladies of Humane Minds 
by our prudent Advice, Inſtruction and Management: 
And we ſhould alſo conſider the Bodily Diſorders and 
Fans of our Brethren, and miniſter to their Neceſſities. 
But as this Beneficence or Exerciſe of Charity is ſo neceſſary 
a Part of Gratirude ro GOD, I ſhall before I conclude 
this Chapter particularly ſhew, that wwe are obliged to com- 
municate of our Subſtance for pious Uſes, what Dividend or 
Portion of it is required, and why we ſhould be ſo Commu- 
nicatiuvs? The Reaſon why I do not bring in theſe Heads 
here is, becauſe it would be too long a Diverſion from the 
other Particulars if I ſhould here inlert them. 

Laſtly here; Wnar if I ſhould ſay, that all the Duey 
hich we owe to GOD is but Gratitude ? If I ſhould, the 
learned Usxsi1n would join Iſſue with me- He divides 
his Zody of Divinity & into three Parts, viz. Of the Miſery, 
the Deliverance, and the Gratitude of Man : The latter 
he deſcribes to be an Acknowhlegement of our Redemption by 
CHRIST from Sin and Death, and a ſerious Study and En- 
deavor to avoid every Thing offenſive to GOD, and a Care 
to conform. our Life to His Will. Of this Gratitude, he ſay 
there are two Parts, Z7uth and Fuſtice* The former will 
acknowlege the Benefit received and give Thanks ro GOD for 
ite: And the latter will offer ſome Gifts in Return: But na 
other are required by HIM than the Worſhip. of HIM and 


»— — 


F Tatian. Orat. contr. Grgcos; 
g Vid. Urſin. Corp, Theoleg. 
Obedience 


_ - —_— EY — — _ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
: 


4s An Exxay concerning GRATITUDE. 


Obedience to HIM, or goood Works. So far we muſt all cer- 
tainly agree, that all the Service, Homage and Obedience 
which is or ſhould be yielded to GOD is due to Him our 
of Gratitude ; and when we have done all, we muſt conſi- 
der our ſelves as unprofitable Servants ; For ſo we are, 
when we are after our poor Manner only paying the Debs 
we owe HIM. 


IV. Tavs, having confidered the Obligations which we 
are under to GOD, and how we are to diſcharge our ſelves 
of them ; I am fairly arrived to the Reaſons for ſuch Grats- 
tude ro GOD. And why, I pray, ſhould we anſwer theſs 
Obligations to Gratitude lying upon us in the Manner a- 
bove deſcribed ? 

I anſwer, firſt ; Becauſe GOD is our rightful 2 : 
Therefore, ſince He is fo, and as ſuch has an indiſputable 
Autkority over us, we muſt own that Hz has an unaliena- 
ble Right to our grateful Carriage and Obedience. And 
beſides, ſuch are His Eſſential Perfeftions that He would 
be worthy of all Service and Homage, even tho' He did not 
furniſh us with thoſe Bleſſings, which we — 1 to be 
neceſſary for us; and, if He depreved us of thoſe deſirable 
Things which we loved and valued, ſtill it is fitting that 
He ſhould be entirely Joved, ſincerely ſerved, and univer- 
ſally obeyed by us on the Account of His intrinſic Excellen- 
cies. This, in a Word, is what we owe to a BEING of 
beundleſs Sovereignty and infimte PerfeFtions. 

AN b then; Let it be conſidered, that Hz, who alone 
has Authority to require this, has actually demanded it of 
us: So that, as it is exprefly required, he Neglecting of ir 
is a Contempt of that Authority by which it is commanded 
and expected. And that this is the Divine Expectation is 
clear from ſeyeral Paſſages in our Bibles. When the , 
raelitifp Church were delivered from an hard and cruel 
Bondage in Egypt, what e did their GOD and Strong 
Redeemer inſiſt that they ſhould make of it? Truly no 
Icfs than an Obedience ro all his Commandments : For it is 
with this Argument that He uſhers in His ten Precepts in 
Exod. XX. 2. Jam the LORD thy GOD uhich brought 
thee out of the Land of Egypt, out of the Houſe of Bondage; 
therefore you cannot for Shame refuſe Obedience to the ſol- 
lowing Statutes. And the very ſame Uſe is made of the 
other matchleſs Favors of Heaven in Deut. X. 12, 13. And 
now Iſrael, what doth the LORD thy GOD require of Thee, 
but to fear the LORD thy GOD, to walk in all His Ways, 
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and to love HIM, and to ſerve the LORD thy GOD with 


all thy Heart and with all thy Sul; to keep the Command. 
ments of the LORD and His Statutes { And SAMUEL ur- 
85 the ſame Argument to enſorce their Obedience, even 
5OD's wondrous Mercies, 1 Sam. XII. 24. Only fear the 
4D, and ſerve HIM in Truth and with all your Heart: 
or conſider how great Things He hath done for you ; h. e. 
if you have a Spark of Gratitude in you, the great Things 
GOD hath done for you will inflame you to Obedience. 
FuxTnza ; Let it be remarked, that h, Want of Obeds- 
ence, in thoſe who receive Mercies, is complained of b 
GOD as an exceeding great and provoking Evil. Wit 
what Warmth and Anger does GOD expoſtulate with His 
diſobedient People in the Beginning of the firſt Chapter of 
Jaiab? Mark | how Heaven and Earth are alarm'd ! 
And how the moſt ſtupid of all Beaſts, the Ox and the Ass, 
are {ſuminoned to render them aſham'd of their Doings ! 
But why? What was the Reaſon ? For I have nouriſhed 
and brought up Children, ſays the LORD, and they Baue 
rebelled againſt me. And when HEZKRKTIAU had unkindly 
diſregarded GOD's Mercies, how did the Acmicnry re- 
Tent it, as appears from 2 Chron. XXXII. 25. He rendred 
not again according to the Benefit done unto Him ; --- therefore 
a, Math upon him. Several ſuch Princes » there have 
been in later Times, who have wickedly and «ngratefully 
attributed too much to themſelves ; nor did in a way of 
humble Acknowlegement and Obedience give GOD the. 
Glory of His Porrer as well as Goodneſs and of their own 
Felicity, for which they have at length been ſeverally pu- 
niſhed by the univerſal Judge. | ; 
Ap in the laſt Place; Let it be remembred, that I. 
gratitude or Diſobedience under Mercies forfeits them. We 


read in Prov. XI. 24. There is that witholdeth more than i; 


meet; | but it tendeth to Poverty. The upgrateſul Man is 
he: He witholdeth his meet Obedience to GOD, and by that 
means is often reduced to miſerable un”appy Circumſtances, 
And it is the ſame with reſpe& to 4 People as to particular 
Perſons : For ( as one juſtly obſerves on that Threatning 
againſt Egypt in Iſai. XIX. 5. And the River ſhall be dried 


up) Ingratitude forfeits Mercies ; as Merchants do ſometimes 


tot 


b Ingratitudo ſeu Impietas Principis ſibi, non autem DEO, Laudem ſus 
Potentiæ & poteſtatis tribuentis, tandem a DEO punitur. Com- 
minius. Cap. XCV. Carolus Caroleſius & C. XCVI. 
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all their Gettings to the King by not paying the Cuftots 


ired. 


y , | 
| Vase bon k, laping all theſe Conſiderations together, 
let them have ſo much Weight with us as to animate us 
ro Devotion, to Loue and to yield Obedience to GOD; and 


EE ſame time to Chariq and Benignity to our Neigh- 


I have done: But, having finiſhed the Heads I propoſed, 
I muſt now return to what | promiſed under the Third Ge- 
neral Head : I then promiſed I would ſhew, that we are 
obliged to Communicate cur Subſtance to pious Uſes, What 
is a requiſite Portion to communicate; and Why this ſhould 
be imparted ? And I will now be as good as my Word. 


As to the firſt Part; I muſt obſerve, that it was an Ar- 
ticle of Primitive Chriſtianity, worthy indeed of a Revival; 
to conſecrate a due Portion w4 their Eſtate to religious Uſes, 
In the very Be inhing of the Chriſtian Church, and while 
the Profe ſſors of our Religion were the pobreſt in the World, 
we read of them in Act. II. 4. that rhey comtintied ſtedfaſtiy 
in the Apoſtle's Doctrine and Fellowſhip, or Communication: 
For ſo it would be rendred with more Truth and Accura- 
cy; and indeed it is ſo tranſlated by out Interpreters them- 
ſelves in Heb. XIII. 16. Of vue doing and Communication 
be not forgetſul &c. It ſeems the firſt Chriſtians, as ſoon as 
they had embraced the Doctrine of the A ſtles, thought 
that the Diſtribution of Alms was a neceſſary and indeed a 
proper Demonſtration of their ſincere Chriſtianity, And 
of the ſame pious Ancients we are informed in Act. II. 47. 
that they continued praiſing GOD and having Favor with 
all the People: Which Words, (as ſome ingenious Men 
have deſired it ) might be rendred better having Charity 
inſtead of having Favor: fo that the Meaning of the Text 
is, that they maintained the Zxerci/e of impartial Charity 
towards all Sorts of People. But I heed not be beholden 
to any one's Conce ſſion for amending the Verſion of a few 
Texts to gain the Point before us: For from the antient 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians we are fully acquainted with the 
Primitive Chriſtsas Liberality ; nor can we be ignorant of 
ſome Peculiarities in the Charity among them, for which, 
GOD be praiſed, we have not any Occaſion. 

Bur then, if it be granted, as it muſt be, that we ought 
40 do Good and Communicate of our Subſtance ; the Queſti- 


on will then be, Whats Part of our Eſtates and Fortunes 
ſhould 
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ſkould be diſtributed ? In Anſwer to which I beg leave 
to remark a few Things. 

Frs then; I muſt lay it down for certain, that rhe 
nebole of every Man's Subſtance belongs to the great LORD 
of the Univerſe : For ſo rhe May after GO Ds own Heart 
acknowleges to Him, in 1 Chron. XXIX. 22. Thin, O 
LORD, is the 8 and the Power and the Glory, and 
he Victory, and the Majeſty ; for ali that is in the Heaven 
and in the Earth is thine. It is therefore beyond Contro- 
verſy, that, in Relation to the Glorious GOD, no Man has 
any other Title to his Eſtate than that of a Seward: For 
our Father and LORD is the ſole and abſolute Proprietor 
of all of it: Wherefore it follows, that no Man has any 
Rzght to diſpoſe of his Eſtate, otherwiſe than his Sovereign 
LORD is pleaſed to direct and allow. Now it is very 
true (for ſo it plainly —_— to be) that it is GOD's 
Mill, that Men ſhould or — conſume the moſt of their 
Eſtates in Ronen for themſelves and theirs a pleaſant 
and comfortable Subſiſtenee: No Man therefore ought to 
begrutch us the agreable Enjoyments of thoſe Things 
which GOD has given us ſo 8 : Nor ſhould any 
Man deny himſelf thoſe lawful Comforts which Heaven has 
obligingly granted: For otherwiſe he will not duly ruſt 
in the good and living GOD, who, as the Apoſtle kindly 
informs us in 1 Tim. VL 17. giverh richly all Things to 
enjoy. 

ur yet, in the next place, there is à ſperial Portion of 
our Eſtates, which is more explirsreby to be devoted to GOD 
and His People: And whar, I beſeech you, is this? 
Now I cannot but think, that every Man ought at leaſt 
20 En unto GOD a tenth Part of bis Revenues, This 
perhaps will be accounted a ſtrange Doctrine in Ner- 
England, where both the Magsſtrary and the Miniſtry have 
more than is meet wit held from them; but I have a few 
Things to ſay in Favor of it. I ſay then, that if 4 Part 
of our Incomes be due unto the LORD both of us and 
ours, it is highly congruous that He ſhould determine rhe 
Portion: For we are very incompetent Fudges concerning 
it. If with Reſpe& to our Time, for Inſtance, Almighty 
GOD had only ſaid, I expect to be ſeriouſiy and ſolemnly 
Worſhipped, but leave it to yon to take your own Time for 
waiting on Me; how wretchedly, think you, would He 
have been worſpipped ? He therefore, wiſely conſidering 
this, determined in His Law, that a Seventh Part of Time 
ſhould be devoted to Him _ the peculiar Acknowlege- 
| ments 


* 
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ments of Him. And it is juſt the ſame Thing with regard 
ro our Wealth : Fof the wile GOD knew better than ta 
leave, what He ſhould have, to our uncertain Fancy, or 
coverous Humor; but righteouſly required a Tenth Part of our 
Revenues : I ſay rig hteouſiy; for certainly the Sovereign 
Poll: flor of all Things may claim fo ſmall and inconfi- 
derable a Part as a Tenth for His own. It pleaſes me much 
to find, that even the Ancient Pagans decemated for pious 
Uſes: Whether they derived this from ſome Acquaintance 
with the Law of MOSES, (as HveT, GALsz and others 
would have it, in this and in many other Things, tho? 
pethaps without ſufficient Grounds ) or whether they had 
it from the Light of Nature, who can tell ? If, from the 
latter, they learn'd and practiſed it; I muſt confeſs it would 
conſiderably raiſe my value for humane Nature, as mean 
and corrupt as ſome would make it. It would be an eaſy 


Matter here to levy an whole Army of Authors to confirm 


and illuſtrate the Thing ,before us, that the Pagans paid 
to their DxIr IRS the Tythes of every Thing. * Behold, 
O Sorry Chriſtians, bluſh, learn and reform! CENSORI- 
dus proves, that it was a general Uſage among the Pagan 
Worthippers to offer their firſt Fruits unto their Deities 3 
and innumerableHiſtories make it evident,that their Cuſtom 
of paying Zyrhes was an ancient as well as General Cuſtom. 
Pro rasa cn ſhews that the Doing of this not out of Compul- 
ſion but out of Gratitude was a conſiderable Part of the 
old Reman Religion: He particularly tells us, that Ca- 
M1LLVUs faithfully rendred unto AroLLo the Tenths of 
his Booties, and that Lucult us grew rich becauſe he ex- 
actly practiſed the laudable Cuſtom of rendring the Tenths 
to Hen cvrss. And what Her opoTvus relates of Cxxus 
his paying Yyrhes to JuerTER after a Victory, intimates 
what was uſual among the Perſians. And as for other Na- 
tions, it was grown into an univerſal and unchangeable 
Cuſtom to offer (poſt Rem bene geſtam, as Sæ R vivs expreſſes 
it) the Zenths unto ſome Deity. So that at laſt it became 
ſo indiſpenſable a Piece of Religion, that Sur DAs obſerves 
to Leratize was as much as to conſecrate, Thus the paying 
of Lythes appears an univerſal Practice among the Pagans z 


Nor were their learned Men deſtitute of Arguments for 


the Practice. No indeed | They argued after this Manner, 


— 


i Decima queq; Veteres Diis ſuis offerebant. Feſtus. rid. Macrob, 


Salurnal. I. 3. Cap, XII. de Decimis pro Hercule. 
as 
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as we learn from ſome of their Writers; A Tenth is the 
leaſt Part in any Diviſion of Numbers; for the loweſt Di- 
viſion of Numbers is Unity: So that Jeſs than this is , 

"Zhan what all Nations have called rhe Leaſt: But now 
ſhall not our GOD, our Sovereign, our liberal Benefaftor 
have the leaſt Part of thoſe Revenues, the Sum total of 
which is his juit Property ? Surely the Denial of this 
would be very diſinge nious and ungrateful. But then e 
Light of the Scripture is more ſtrong and irrefiſtable for 
the Giving of Tyrhes, And here I am not going to Sing 
he Song of MOSES neither; for there is no need of Preach- 
155 the Law upon this Head: But I will run back to the 

imes even preceeding the Law. What then ſhall we 
think of Jacos's Vow, which was made long before the 
Days of Moss, in Gen. XXVIIL 22. 2 all that THOU 
ſhalt give me, I will ſurely give the Temh unto THEE : 

. Whence it appears, from the Words preceeding, that G#v-. 
ag a Tenth unto the LORD was a proper Way of owning 
Him as his GOD : And if we would prove our ſelves J 
raelites indeed, we muſt follow his Example and acknow- 
lege the LORD to be our GOD in the fame Manner. 
But we may go a little higher yet. The Father of rhe 
Faithful owned the moſt high GOD, as FA. of Hea- 

ven and Earth, when he paid his Tythes of all to Mzs1 cnr- 
ZEDEK, Who was the Preeſt of G0 D, as in Gen. XIV. 20. 
But now our Lord and Saviour Jzsvs Cha sr is ſtyled in 
Heb. VI. 20. An high Prieſt for ever after the Order f 
MELCHIZEDEXK : Wherefore we may conclude, that 
he Rights of MxLCHIZE DEE belong to our Royal High- * 
Prieſt, who is concerned in the Heavens for us: As there- 
fore the Tenths were his Dues, our Saviougs has an un- 
doubted Right and Title unto hem. 

Nos can any one fignificant Objection be advanced a- 

ainſt this Decimartion. It is not more #mpratticable now 
than it was in the Days of the Patriarchs and under the 
Law: For they were Zraders then, nor were they better 
Accomptants than we. And as for the Excuſe which ſome 
are ready to make, that they are willing to pay Tythes, 
but are not able, there is nothing in it : For no Man, that 
ever conſcientiouſly made a Trial of it, ever found it fo ; 
It was, Iam ſure, a Jewiſh Proverb, Decima ut as Dives, 
Tythe to be rich: This however I cannot hold for an 
infallible Rule; but I will venture to ſay, e and you 


| gorlt find your [elf able. | 
H 2 + 
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I have ſaid, that every. Man ought to devote to GOD | 
at teaſt a tenth Part of his Revenues. But | can by no. | j 
means think. this ſugcient for ſore whom GOD has fingu-_ F 
larly bleſſed : For they can ealily advance much more and t 
ug ht to do it: Your gracious and generous Minds, as they t 
find frequent and urgent Occaſions calling for it, 2 do 7 
ſo. As they have received the Gift, even ſo ſhould they mini- F 
ſier, as good Stewards of the mani ſold Grace of GOD : For 
ſo the Apoſtle adviſes in 1 Pet. IV. 10. And another A 2 
poſtle exhorts, in 1 Cor. XVI. 2. Ler every one of you lay 7 
up in Store, as GOD hath proſpered him &c. Incredible x 

6 
t 


al moſt will be the Advantage of this Courſe : It will ena- 
ble us to diſtribute with Deliberation, to order our Affairs 
with Diſcretion, and to be much more extenſive in our 
Charitable Applications. | * 5 
Laſtly; Wz ought to conſider, What will he cur Senti= || 7 
ments of Things in a qying Hour gyd in the future Zudg- - || 7 


ment. Shall we not then wiſh with all our Souls, tho“ o 
alas J in vain, that the great Sums, which we have ſquan- 7 
dred away in Follies, in Luxury, in Vanity, had been laid 4 
out in better Things, even for Religious Purpoſes? Let fe 
us, I ay, think what will then be our Sentiments ; and, 1; 
accordingly regulare our preſent Conduct. n 1 
Tux Requiſite Portion for our Diſtribution being thus n 
conſidered and fully determined; I am at length to ſhe-w- 
Thy ue ſpould ſo communitate > And here I could with 
Eaſe offer for this ſeveral important Arguments. C 
I might inſiſt upon it, becauſe GOD has commanded it, "7 
as has been already obferved : I could remark alſo that mn 
GOD ig gratiſied with our Communications, for we read in fe 


Heb. XIII. 16, that He is pleaſed with ſuch Sacrifices : I 
could moreover mention the Promiſes of Temporal Proſpe- 
rity and Spiritual Bleſſings to the Liberal, which are very 

numerous and ſtrong in the ſacred Pages: And I might 

add the Aſſurance of an Eternal Reward for them, which 
alone would be eno', one ſhould think, to render a Vile 

Man liberal and a Chur bountiful. | 

Bur I ſhall only dwell on this Tiberality as N 
becauſe it is a Peice of Gratituge. who is it, I beg of 
you, that confers on us our FortEnes and Revenues ? 

Surcly it is th: LORD our COD, who giveth any of us 4 

Hocter to ger Wealth and-increaſe our Subſtance : He 

therefore that will not own the Bleſſing of GOD in this 

Caſe is very wngratejul ; and, if 1 had faid that he is 2007 fe 

rtign ihe Devil, 1 could eaſily pave it: For Satan himT: If 
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 faid core 
Work of 1 Hand, 4 
Land. --- By all Means 1 deſire to make /uirable Return: 


Wer Chap, 1 to. Thou haft Meſſed rho 
mes, and bis Subſt#hce is increaſed in the 


to the Al Mien for His Favors: And what more fuitable 
than a liberal Disbuffement for piom Intentions? , G 
forbid therefore, that I ſhould bs Abe averſe to it, or ſtingy 
in it 8 
Now rhe Scources, from whence our Herne, is to flow. 
are Love ro GOD and Affection to Men, Weanedneſs from 
his World, a firm Reliance on the Mord f GOD for fi 
ture Recompences, and a juſt Senſe of our Obhigarzons to our 
dearly beloved Saviour : I ſhall only, and that but very 
briefly, ſpeak of the Latter, and break with it. 
You will pleaſe then to take Notice of that Paſſage 
concerning our Saviour, in Tit. II. 14. that HE gave 
Himſelf for us, that HE might redeem us from all Inique- 


b 


ry, and purify unto Himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of | 


good Works. Whence it appears that our Hearts were 
indiſpoſed to good Works, and that Canisr J=evs died #9 
deliver us from that accurſed Indiſpoſition : So that a Z2ad 
for good Works is the Dignity of a Redeemed and Pecs 
liar People: For it coſt the very Life of ous kind Rx- 
YEEMER to obtain this high, this noble, this divine Incli- 
nation for us, m_—_ 


E HIM therefore, who is the Purchaſer and Author of 


rain of all the Divine Mercies wh 
me : To HIM; I would render all*Pf8 
forever and ever, AMEN! | 
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